


"CAN I HAVE LIGHTS ON MY CHRISTMAS TREE?" 

This was Tommy's response to "Ms. Betty," his Baptist Children's Homes (BCH) 
cottage mother who asked him what he wanted for Christmas. Betty and Will, who 
have cared for hundreds of children as BCH cottage parents, suspected that past 
Christmases for Tommy and little brother Joey were anything but "merry." 

Like so many other BCH boys and girls, Tommy and Joey were removed from their 
family for their safety. The family home was deteriorating and unsafe. There was 
never food to fill their hungry bellies. There was no electricity. The boys lived in 
literal, as well as figurative, darkness until coming to live at Will and Betty's BCH 
cottage. 

As the cottage parents and all the boys started decorating their BCH cottage's 
enormous Christmas tree, Betty had a special surprise for Tommy and Joey-- a 
small tree for the brothers' bedroom that they could decorate. Overjoyed, the boys 
strung as many lights as their tree could hold! 

You share hope when you select a gift from this year's gift catalog. 






















