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Birth mother shares story of regeneration and hope 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
By Jim Edminson, Editor

W 
hitney knew it was her last chance. She 
bought a bus ticket to a rehab center in 

San Francisco and took a deep breath. At one of  
the stops along the more than six-hour drive, 
she stepped off  the bus to run into a McDon-
ald’s. She was shocked when she came outside 
and the bus had left, leaving her with nothing. 
Angry and filled with despair, she approached 
an older man in a nearby parking lot, and 
before he could speak, she blurted out her 
dilemma. She needed to catch up with the bus. 
“I can give you a ride,” he said gently. He called 
his wife and explained that he was driving to 
San Francisco. Whitney climbed into his truck.

“I didn’t realize it then, but he was a servant 
of  God,” she says. “He asked a few questions 
and I responded with short answers and then 
he began talking about Jesus. It was all he could 
talk about.”

Whitney says the realness of  the Jesus he 
spoke about became a seed planted in her 
heart. The duo retrieved her bags, and her new 
Jesus-loving friend drove her to the rehab  
center. He handed her a piece of  paper with  
his phone number written on it and offered  
a last bit of  encouragement before he began  
his trip home. 

This was not her first attempt to break the 

addictions that had plagued her young life,  
but she remembers thinking that this time was 
different. She became friends with some of  the 
others addicts at the center, especially one guy. 
Time passed and she remembers marking 30 
days clean: “I’m doing it. It’s real this time.”

A few weeks later, she feared she was preg-
nant. The brightness dimmed. She borrowed 
$20 to purchase a pregnancy test. Walking  
out of  Walgreens, she crossed the street to  
Starbucks, stepped into the restroom, and took 
the test. She sat on the curb outside and looked 
at the results and thought: “This is the worst 
day of  my life.” (Continued on page 6.)

Listen to Dr. Blackwell’s two episodes with alum Jim Dyer as they   
 discuss Dyer’s journey from a broken home to his many successes,   
  including becoming Santa. (www.bchfamily.org/podcast)

Podcasts feature America’s Santa

“On the worst day of my life,  
  the most wonderful thing  
  happened. God saved me.” 
                   — Whitney Harris



I  t has been almost 40 years since I left the  
pastorate to become a child care executive.  

I have spoken in many different kinds of  church-
es – about 1,000 since 1983. Today, churches face a 
happy, scary, exhilarating, depressing, encourag-
ing, and frightening time. But more than anything 
else, clergy and laity face a time of  opportunity. 

Ask yourself  two questions: What has brought 
me to this point in life and what will it take for  
me to continue?

I believe the world is divided into those who 
plan to succeed and those who don’t—and the 
ultimate question becomes which are you? I have 
never met a clergy person who wants to fail. One 
may often feel lonely and depressed, but down 
deep, clergy are called to serve well—we all want 
to succeed. But sometimes we get derailed. I have 
three words to consider for both clergy and laity: 
persistence, timing, and attitude.

First, persistence. One of  my heroes is Winston 
Churchill. He was the greatest war leader Great 
Britain ever had. During the dark days of  World 
War II when Adolph Hitler’s Nazi forces were 
virtually destroying London, it was Churchill who 
kept the people’s hopes alive by determination, 
inspiration, and rhetoric. In the early 1960’s  
after Winston Churchill had already turned 90,  
he made a final commencement address. It  
may be the most dramatic commencement 
address ever. Churchill, by this time  
an overweight, bent and aged man, 
shuffled slowly to the microphone. 
He raised that big head of  his and 
said to his enraptured audience: 
“Never give up, Never give up, 
Never give up.” With that the 
old man turned and ambled  
back to his seat. The crowd 
sat stunned in silence  
before giving him a thun-
derous standing ovation. 

Never give up.
Persistence has been a key to your success and 

persistence will be a key in the future. Persistence 
has brought you to this point but this is only the 
beginning. As clergy and laity, I suggest you need 
to do three things: be totally, absolutely dedicated; 

be convinced that what you do is in God’s will;  
and believe in yourself  more than anything else. 
Persistence is part of  the foundation for success.

My second word is timing. One who succeeds 
knows what to do and then does it, understanding  
that life is a challenge, that church work isn’t easy. 
But the successful person is one who also knows 
that life is an adventure and that the journey is 
worthwhile. 

Reinhold Niebuhr offers this on timing. “God 
grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot 
change, the courage to change the things I can, 
and the wisdom to know the difference.”

A high achiever knows how to seize  
opportunities. The brass ring comes around only  
a few times. Reach out and grab it. Life without 
risk is a life of  sheer boredom. No one wants to 
look back with regrets in their yearbook of  life 
 and say “why” while one focused on success 
always looks ahead and 
asks “why not?”

Too many church 
members have 
stopped growing. 
They go to their 

graves with their music still inside them, with 
their poetry yet to be written. Between the City of  
Reality and the City of  Dreams, many people exit 
at the Town of  Compromise and lead lives boring, 
dull, and frustrating. Successful clergy and church 
members continue to help people dream dreams 
and see visions.

This Bible story illustrates my point. Many  
of  Jesus’ disciples were fishermen. In His day,  
all good fishermen knew one fished only from  
the left side of  the boat. One night the men fished 
all night and caught nothing. Jesus told them  
to fish off  the right side of  the boat. They did  
and their boats began to sink because they caught 
so many fish. Jesus reminded them that success  
in life is much closer than often realized. With  
the disciples it was just a boat’s width away.  
Don’t stop too soon on the way to your dreams. 

My third word is attitude. It’s trite but true,  
a person with the right attitude takes a lemon  
and makes lemonade out of  it. One who refuses  
to fail comes to the end of  his rope, ties a knot, 
and hangs on. A successful person keeps purpose 
and direction near. The question isn’t whether  
you accept life, the question is how you accept it.                
        The Chinese word for crisis is comprised of  

two characters. The first 
represents danger and the 

second opportunity. When 
Chinese see the word, they 

interpret it both ways:  
danger and opportunity. 

I have found that is the 
way life is. If  you view 
life as an opportunity 
for fulfillment  
and service, then  
it will become  
a self-fulfilling 
prophesy. If  you 
view life as filled 
with danger,  
that will become 
the measure by 

which you live. It all 
depends on your attitude.

There’s nothing stopping you. Start  
planning today for your next success!
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MY THOUGHTS

Success is about persistance, timing, and attitude  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
By Michael C. Blackwell, President/CEO (Chief Encouragement Officer)
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L 
ife in church ministry is normal for husband 
 and wife Kyler and Lauren Smith. Kyler just 

celebrated 10 years at Hickory Grove Baptist in 
Charlotte where he has served since 2012. His 
first day on staff  was particularly special—it 
was the day he also met Lauren whom he would 
marry two years later.

As the Smiths, now parents to four-year-old 
daughter Eliza, served the Lord together, God 
began igniting conversations between them that 
would take them beyond their familiar church 
ministry life.

“As followers of  Christ, we have long been 
aware of  the orphan crisis,” shares Lauren.  
“I spent some time serving outside of  an abortion 
clinic and that is where our hearts for the orphan 
crisis really began. 

“Foster care, for us, seemed like a good way for 
our family to engage.”

The couple needed assistance getting started. 
They discovered that help existed within North 
Carolina Baptist life.

“We learned one of  our own entities provided 
help—provided resources—to assist us,” says 
Kyler who took on a new role in 2021 at Hickory 
Grove as senior associate pastor. “We learned 
about Baptist Children’s Homes (BCH) in this 
process and our experience with them has been  
a God-sent gift.”

BCH trains and licenses couples, like the 
Smiths, to be foster families through the EVERY 
CHILD Foster & Adoption Ministry, a partnership 
between BCH and NC Baptists.

“BCH has proven to be an invaluable resource 
to Lauren and me,” adds Kyler. “They’re continu-
ing to be there with us day by day.”

Once licensing is complete, BCH provides a 
case manager to its foster families to give them 
ongoing support and assist them with child 
placements. The children come from the state 
foster care system where there are approximate-
ly 17,000 boys and girls in its custody. These are 
children who have been removed from their 
family homes for their safety. 

“Once we were exposed to this ministry, once 
we reckoned with the need, we took a step of  
faith and, I’m telling you, the Lord has been  
gracious to us,” shares Kyler. 

The Smiths soon opened their home— and 
their hearts—to a pair of  toddlers.

“Our foster boys have been with us for several 
months now, and they have settled right into  
our home,” shares Lauren. “There’s a lot more 
craziness in our house, but it’s been a blessing  
to serve them and their family and to walk  

alongside of  them.” 
Caring for the boys has also opened a door  

for them to minister to the boys’ parents.
“It is been an opportunity for us to practice 

sacrificial love as we love people who are differ-
ent than us,” divulges Lauren. “We are able to 
love on their boys and encourage their parents 
to fight and do what it takes to be reunited with 
their (children) again.”

Hickory Grove is taking steps forward, as  
a church, to support foster and adoptive families.

“We are in early stages of  developing a minis-
try to help resource families engaging in adop-
tion and foster care,” says Kyler. “It’s not only 
through material and financial support, but 
through encouragement.”

As both a foster parent as well as a pastor, 
Kyler has a message for fellow pastors regarding 
the vital role churches can fill. 

“From one pastor to another, I just want to 
plead with you to just consider anew the oppor-
tunity—the stewardship—you really have as 
a leader of  your local church,” he says. “I trust 
there are countless families in your congregation 
that could be well resourced by you to meet the 
foster care crisis need in your community.”

And for those praying about fostering, Kyler 
has a message for them as well.

“I want to encourage you to take that step,” he 
shares. “Ask God to use you and receive His chil-
dren into your home. I trust you will see Him do 
things in and through you and in spite of  you.  
He surely has for us.”

Learn more at every-child.org.

E V E RY C H I L D  F O S T E R /A D O P T

God is “gracious” as Smiths foster toddler boys     
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
By Blake Ragsdale, Managing Editor

Kyler Smith, senior associate pastor for Hickory Grove Baptist in Charlotte, and his wife Lauren, along with their bio-
logical daughter Eliza, are a Baptist Children’s Homes (BCH) foster care family. They say God “has been gracious” to 

them as they have cared for two toddlers in the custody of the foster care system. Learn more at every-child.org. 

The Smiths share on camera how God 
has worked through their foster family 
journey. In the first video, they share their 
experience as a couple. In the second, 
Kyler speaks to fellow pastors about the 
vital ministry role the church can fill. Scan 
the codes or go to www.bit.ly/ecvimeo.



M 
ake every moment count and cherish each 
opportunity to make a difference. At the end  

of  the day, when you are sitting in that comfortable 
recliner and you think about your day, do you take stock 
of  what you accomplished on that day? That is what  
I want to ask you to do in the next few minutes. Take 
stock of  what you did today…

Today, you gave a child a warm breakfast.
Today, you gave a child warm water for a shower.
Today, you shared a devotion with a child.
Today, you helped a child learn to read.
Today, you laughed with a child.
Today, you wiped a child’s tears of  hurt and  

         loneliness.
Today, you listened to a child.
Today, you took a child on their first fishing trip.
Today, you put a Band-Aid on the knee of  a child.
Today, you bought a child a pair of  shoes.
Today, you helped a child find love and hope.
Today, you helped a child believe in their dreams.
Today, you gave a child a warm bed where they  

         could find rest and peace.
Today, you gave a child a cone of  ice cream.
Today, you held a child’s hand as they dipped their  

         toes into the ocean for the first time.
Today, you created a family through foster care.
Today, you created a family through adoption. 
Today, you screamed when a child brought you  

         a green snake.
Today, you baked a birthday cake for a child’s first  

         birthday party.
Today, you fixed three meals for a home full of  10  

         hungry teenagers.
Today, you transported children to summer school.
Today, you shared the love of  Jesus with a child.
Today, God used your gifts of  love to make  

         a difference.
Each day our children’s lives are touched because  

you care. Each time we reach out to a child you are  
there. Our cottage parents and our foster parents  
are missionaries who offer warm, loving, and caring 
Christian homes. It is your giving that makes it possible 
for us to be there for each child that walks through our 
doors. I have often heard: “You can give without loving, 
but you cannot love without giving.” I am grateful to our 
partners in ministry. Thank you for putting your faith  
in action through your many gifts of  love. 

As you know the cost of  providing the basics for  
so many children can be enormous. Gas prices and  
the economy is in front of  us every time we open the 
newspaper or turn on the TV. Each time I go to the store, 
it seems that food prices have increased. As we prepare 
to buy clothes and school supplies, it can seem a bit 
overwhelming. Then I am reminded of  God’s provision 
through you. Our food pantries are full and I know our 

children will be well fed. Through our bed sponsorship 
program our children will have a warm and safe place 
to sleep. Children are helping our children through VBS 
offerings to help with our many needs. Churches and 
individuals are already bringing school supplies. We are 
receiving calls daily to schedule speaking engagements 
to promote our annual offering. Each caller says, “We 
want to help the children.”

I know that you receive letters daily asking for  
help from many organizations. I know that stewardship 
of  all that God has given you is important. Thank you 
for your spiritual investment in those we serve. Today 
and tomorrow, your investment will make a difference 
in the lives of  many children, families, and  
individuals in need on their journey  
to hope and healing.

“Naked, and ye clothed me: I was  
sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, 
and ye came unto me.

Then shall the righteous answer 
him, saying, Lord, when saw we 
thee an hungered, and fed thee?  
Or thirsty, and gave thee drink?

When saw we thee a stranger, 
and took thee in? Or naked, and 
clothed thee?

Or when saw we thee sick, or  
in prison, and came unto thee?

And the King shall answer and 
say unto them, Verily I say unto you, 
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me” (Matthew 25: 36-40).

For the child who came to us with all their 
belongings stuffed in a black plastic bag, for 
the frail aging adult who needed transportation 
to the doctor, for the father in prison who wrote, 
“Thank you for caring for my child,” for children 
and families who come to us hungry and thirsty 
both physically and spiritually, for the tiny baby 
abandoned near our orphanage in Guatemala, 
for the independence, joy, and care experienced 
by our IDDM residents, for the birth mom 
who chose life for her baby, for the family held 
together through support and counseling, for 
each one who entered our doors feeling help-
less, alone, and lost, thank you for today! 

Now close your eyes for the night and  
rest knowing you cared for the least of these. 
You made a difference! Be prepared to wake 
up tomorrow and walk this journey  
with us again.

W O R T H W H I L E  I N V E S T M E N T S

Take a moment, cherish what you did today!
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
By Brenda B. Gray, Executive Vice President, Development & Communications
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B A C K - T O - S C H O O L  A P P E A L

The voices of Baptist Children’s Homes’ (BCH) cottage parents will  
soon echo these words throughout the cottages as children tie their last 
shoelaces, grab their backpacks, and run to catch the bus to school.

Because of back-to-school sponsors, BCH boys and girls are discov-
ering hope and seeing success! As a sponsor, your support goes beyond 
ensuring children have the school supplies, clothing and necessary mate-
rials they need for the upcoming year. You provide children—North 
Carolina boys and girls who have gone without food, without a safe 
home and without love—the compassionate care they deserve. 

Our cottage parents and our foster and adoptive families 
are not only prepared to meet their day-to-day needs, but 
they are ready to introduce them to the unconditional love 
of Jesus.

Up ahead, there is a future that is free of turmoil and 
pain because of friends like you. Children are now able to 
focus on school and make the most of opportunities that were 
once out of reach.

Will you be a back-to-school sponsor and bring a child 
success both in school and in life? Please don’t wait! In the next 
few days, we will purchase supplies for all the children in our 
care across the state.

The bus is coming, but it’s 
not too late — please give.

        $100 	 $250            $500            $1,000            $2,500                $ ______________ Any size gift!  

To make a gift by check: Print your information below and mail this form with your check.

Name ____________________________________________________________ Email _______________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________ State ______ Zip _____________ Phone ______________________________ 

You can make your gift by credit card at www.bchfamily.org/backtoschool or phone Faith Frazier at 336-474-1312.

           Yes, I would like to receive email updates.           Contact me with information on how to prepare a Christian Will.  
 			                   I have included Baptist Children’s Homes in my estate.

Use my gift to change a child’s life!
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B A C K - T O - S C H O O L  A P P E A L

Scan to make a 
gift on our mobile 

giving page.

“The bus is coming!”
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C H A R I T Y &  C H I L D R E N  F E AT U R E

Adoption becomes the perfect path for Whitney
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
By Jim Edminson, Editor
(Continued from page 1.) 

D 
arkness had been a part  
of  Whitney’s life since 

childhood. She says she was drawn 
to it. It lured her from the security 
of  her Christian home to “seek  
bad things.” At age 14, she began a 
journey that moved her away from 
her family and the people who 
loved her.

“Everything I was told not to 
do, I wanted to do,” she confesses. 
“I hated my parents. I hated what 
they stood for, and I resented their 
faith and its restrictions.” 

Whitney says her life became 
about doing what she wanted to do 
and not caring about anyone else. 
In high school, she would party 
with friends, pushing the bound-
aries and seeking the freedom 
she thought was somewhere out 
beyond her family. She remem-
bers drinking until she blacked 
out. The darkness she so desired 
dragged her into a world of  drugs. Weed and 
costly cocaine lost its appeal, and she began 
using the cheaper and ready-available meth. 
After a failed attempt at college, she ended up 
addicted to heroin. By age 24, she was living on 
the streets, homeless. 

“All I wanted was to get high,” she admits.  
“I was consumed with this life. What I had want-
ed so badly, the darkness that I desired, now 
enslaved me.”

Sitting outside Starbucks and holding the  
positive pregnancy test, 26-year-old Whitney  
felt the weight 
of  her life crash 
down on her. She 
believed life had 
always been about 
her and what she 
wanted. Now she 
was overcome 
with fear. She 
was “clean,” but 
she was no lon-
ger the healthy, 
well-cared for 
teen living with 
mom and dad. 
Her thin frame 
began to tell the 
story, appearing 
emaciated from 
the drug use and 

subsequent withdrawals. Her face 
was no longer bright but pocked from 
scratching meth sores. The damage 
and decay to her teeth had robbed her 
smile. The magnitude of  her sin was 
visible.

She says that as she looked at the pregnancy 
test result, she knew she could no longer go on 
destroying her life. The pride that had kept her 
on the run from God evaporated.

“It was the worse feeling,” Whitney says. 
“There was only blackness. I was broken.”

She bowed 
her head and 
tears ran down 
her cheeks. Her 
mouth opened 
and she cried 
out: “God,  
I can’t do this 
any longer.”

Whitney 
says she heard 
God’s voice. He 
had been there 
listening and 
waiting. “Come 
with me and 
you will never 
have to go  
back to this  
life again.”

In that moment, the 
walls in Whitney’s heart 
fell and the darkness 
fled. She was finished 
with the past she once 
loved so much. She 
relented, yielding her- 
self  and giving her life  
to God: “On the worst  
day of  my life, the most 
wonderful thing hap-
pened. God saved me.”

God’s “realness” was 
immediate as she felt her 
mind and heart being 

regenerated. “God 
truly set me free 
and the Holy Spirit 
opened my eyes and 
tuned my ears to  
His truth.”

The birth  
father wanted  
nothing to do with 
Whitney or the baby, 
encouraging her to 
have an abortion. 
But instead of  an  
abortion, she turned 
to adoption. She 
wanted her baby  
to be raised by 

Christian parents. A Google search brought  
her to Christian Adoption Services (CAS) and 
Dana and Darren Murph.

“I called CAS and spoke with Sheryl Naylor,” 
she says. “She told me they would help me.  
I could feel her love through the phone.”

Whitney moved to North Carolina and was 
invited to live with Shea and Lee Williamson 
during her pregnancy. With Naylor’s help, she 
planned an open adoption with the Murphs.

“We were all together in the delivery room.  
There was a wonderful feeling of  peace,”  
she recounts. The Murphs named their adopted  
son Maverick.

Whitney is reunited with her family and  
a senior at Liberty University in Lynchburg, 
Virginia. She shares her testimony often, letting 
others know there is redemption. God saves.

“I know the depth of  God’s mercy and grace.  
I know because the magnitude of  my sin was met 
with the greatness of  His love. Maverick is loved 
by two wonderful parents who are raising him  
to love Jesus. Now, I live with hope.”

Editor’s Note: In the September issue of  C&C, 
Dana and Darren Murph will share their story  
of  adoption. 

Dana and Darren Murph attended the delivery of their son 
Maverick. The Murphs have an open adoption, allowing birth 

mother Whitney to be a part of the boy’s life. The adoption 
was facilitated by Christian Adoption Services, a ministry of 

Baptist Children’s Homes of North Carolina.

After giving birth to Maverick, Whitney moved to Lynchburg, Virginia 
and enrolled at Liberty University where, today, she is a senior in the 

school’s nursing program.



I 
n the midst of  a long, hot week-
end of  building ramps and 

meeting safety needs for seniors in 
Lenoir County, Camp BAM’s volun-
teers blessed a pastor’s widow with 
a fresh coat of  paint and spruced-
up landscaping.

Widowed for eight years, 
81-year-old Jeanette Moon is active 
at Immanuel Baptist Church in 
Greenville, North Carolina. “I’m 
able to drive and I visit the shut-ins 
as much as I can. It’s important they 
have someone to talk to. I prayed, 
‘Please, God, give me opportunities 
for ministry. I want to minister in 
your name.’”

Jeanette’s late husband, Andrew 
Moon, died in 2014, and lived the 
last ten years of  his life with an 
Alzheimer’s diagnosis. “He retired 
from ministry just before he was diag-
nosed,” remembers Jeanette. “He was a 
joy to take care of. He still loved life and 
walked and swam until the end. He was 
even able to substitute teach at the local 
high school.” 

Jeanette is part of  the Servant Care outreach 
of  North Carolina Baptist Aging Ministry 
(NCBAM). The outreach provides ongoing needs 
assessments and priority access to NCBAM 
services for NC Baptist ministers (65+), their 
spouses or surviving spouses. NCBAM provides 
“help for the journey” to individuals 65+ in ways 
that help them maintain their independence and 
enjoy quality of  life. 

Jeanette says the past years have been difficult. 
“It’s harder today than when he died. I’ve had so 
many decisions to make lately, and I’ve had to 
make them alone.” 

But Jeanette’s face always 
lights up remembering their lives together. 
“Andrew was a remarkable person. We married 
in 1965 and he went into the ministry soon after 
that. From day one, I loved being a pastor’s wife.” 
Together, the Moons served Baptist churches for 
more than 40 years—in Virginia, Florida, and 
eastern North Carolina.

Jeanette spoke at the Sunday morning church 
service at Kennedy Home in Kinston so that all 
Camp BAM teams could hear how much their 
work was appreciated. Jeanette told them, “I had 
a dream. I wanted to paint my old green bath-
room a pretty purple color, but wasn’t able to do 

it myself. Three adults and two of  
you young people came to help me 
and to work in my yard —pulling 
weeds and laying mulch—things I 
could no longer do. You are all pre-
cious and our churches need you. 
Thank you for helping me.” 

The “pretty purple color” that 
Jeanette chose for her bathroom 
was called “wisteria.” After she 
spoke, volunteers presented her 
with a hand-crocheted lap blanket 
sent from “The Busy Needles” of  
Mt. Carmel Baptist Church. Amaz-
ingly, the blanket was created in 
perfectly matching shades of  wis-
teria. 

Delene Holloway from FBC 
Concord helped to paint Jeanette’s 
bathroom with volunteers from 
Impact Community Youth Group. 
“How satisfying it is to know that 
God brought us together to make  
this precious woman so happy.” 

Camp BAM’s intergenerational 
volunteers ranged from preteens 
to retirees. Together, they complet-

ed five wheelchair ramps, six additional safety 
projects, one technology class, and serviced 
three BCH ministries. Fifty-two volunteers from 
six churches participated in the five-day camp 
that was based at Kennedy Home (FBC Concord; 
Impact Community Youth; Parkwood, Staley, 
Rivermont, and River of  Life Baptist Churches.) 
Twenty-five senior adults in the Kinston area 
were blessed with increased safety, education, 
and fellowship from the volunteers. 

You can help fund Camp BAM by contribut-
ing to the Live Out Luke Endowment Fund. Mail 
your gift to The North Carolina Baptist Founda-
tion, 201 Convention Drive, Cary, NC 27511.

N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  B A P T I S T  A G I N G  M I N I S T R Y

Volunteers paint a pretty purple for pastor’s widow
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
By Carol Layton, NCBAM Director of Communications and Administration

Above left, Delene Holloway and Kynlee (Kiki)  
Talbert create a “wisteria purple dream come  

true” for Jeanette Moon. Moon, left, also  
received a matching hand-crocheted lap  

robe from Camp BAM volunteers.
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Baptist Communicators awards BCH’s excellence
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

M 
ichael C. Blackwell, Jim Edminson, and 
Carol Layton received awards from 

the Baptist Communicators Association (BCA) 
during their April meeting held in New Orleans 
this year. The national competition is part of  
the group’s annual gathering and is designed to 
encourage and recognize professional excellence 
among Baptist communicators.

Blackwell, BCH president/CEO, was honored 
with multiple awards. He and BCH’s podcast 
production team received 3rd place in best 

broadcast/podcast “overall show” for Dr. Black-
well’s podcast “It’s a Family Matter.” Blackwell 
also received 3rd place for the best broadcast/
podcast “individual episode” for the “It’s a Family 
Matter” episode (9-20-2021) entitled: Lessons in 
Grieving, Part 1 of 2.

In writing, Blackwell received 2nd place for 
his “first-person” Charity & Children column: 
Negative balance? Deposit into one’s emotional account 
(May 2021).

Blackwell’s podcasts are released bi monthly 
and can be found on major podcast hosting plat-

forms or at www.bchfamily.org/podcast.
Layton received a 1st place award for the Camp 

BAM banner design, a 2nd place for the design of  
the Care Village “rack card,” and a 3rd place award 
for the NCBAM Trifold Brochure design.

Blackwell and Edminson won 2nd place in 
the “best overall publication” category for the 
creation of  Blackwell’s recent history book enti-
tled “Founded on faith...Built on love.” The book 
highlights the changes that have occurred in the 
last 20 years. A limited number of  books are still 
available. For information, call 336-474-1286.



Mom and Dad
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IN HONOR

Adam D. Skrzecz
	 By Kimberly W. Skrzecz
Alan Williams
	 By Morgan Williams
Alexis Fiorini
	 By Wanda Beasley
Amanda Hurley O’Quinn
	 By Mrs. Kerri S. Hurley
Andrew Winstead
	 By Sandra W. Moore
Anita Webb
	 By M/M W. Kenneth  
	 Roebuck
Anne Marie Huber
	 By Joan Caviness
Ashley & Brad Morison
	 By Carolyn G. Kearns
Ashley Dover
	 By Dr. & Mrs. Dale O.  
	 Steele
Aud & Becky Brown
	 By M/M Hugh E.  
	 Carringer
Barbara Carter
	 By Frank E. Luper
Becky Teel
	 By Claudia W. Lattner
Berta Johnson King
	 By Alton R. King
Betty Booth
	 By Brett Booth
Bill & Wanda Wilson
	 By Larry & Vickie  
	 Homesley
Billy Williams
	 By Lisa W. Arwood
Bobby and Nancy Boyd
	 By Rebecca J. Turbeville
Bobby Cox
	 By M/M S. Bart Jones
Bonnie Simms
	 By Nancy Gilbert
Brad & Marie Morgan
	 By Sheryn D. Garrett
Brandon & Marissa Havens
	 By M/M John T. Curlee
Brenda Gray
	 By Jody Yopp
Brian Beaver
	 By Bethany Beaver
Butch Wooten
	 By M/M Donald T.  
	 Robinson
Caleb Reeves
	 By Wanda Beasley
Carmen Simpson
	 By Brenda J. Mulford

Carol Hart
	 By Susan Rawls
Caroline Beck
	 By M/M Eddy L. Beck
Casey Tuttle
	 By Kris & Bonnie  
	 McDaniel
Catherine McLeod
	 By Ms. Jeanette Henley
Cathy, Eddie & Ronnie 
Sigmon
	 By Jean R. Sigmon
CFR/Chevy Floyd
	 By Pamela Hill
Chaise & Kimberly 
Swishev
	 By David & Deborah  
	 Shaw
Charles Overton
	 By Peggy J. Overton
Christina Craig
	 By Faye D. Kistler
Clay Bollinger
	 By M/M Eric L. Hartley
Clifton Watson’s 100th 
Birthday
	 By M/M Don B. George
Coline Gibson
	 By Brenda J. Mulford
Cookie Griffin
	 By Mr. Terry B. Griggs
Cori Hunter
	 By M/M James C. Keller
Courtney Simpson
	 By Brenda J. Mulford
Cyrus Austin
	 By Bronda B. Green
Daneye Brinkley
	 By Cynthia A. Thompson
David Allen Smith
	 By Geraldine Millen
David Almond
	 By Brenda J. Mulford
David & Julia Dunn
	 By Renee M. Sink
David Huggins
	 By M/M Michael H.  
	 Pressley
Davis Fox, Reece Fox,  
and Baker Fox
	 By Charles Bailey
Dean Andrews
	 By M/M Harold  
	 Tharrington
Delores Watts
	 By Bill Watts Collectibles, 
 	 Inc.
Dickie Wyrick
	 By Wendy Allred

Don Cannon
	 By Judy Thiele
Donald Kornegay
	 By Jacquelyn K. Jones
Donna & Scott Wade
	 By Patricia T. Ipock
Doris J. Maney Mason
	 By M/M John E. Finch
Doris S. Oliver
	 By Pamela O. Thornton
Dorothea Lester
	 By Joann H. Gaddis
Doug Blumeyer
	 By Frances A. Loher
Dr. & Mrs. Kelly Bullard
	 By Carol O. Allen
Dr. Lorna Cockman Clack
	 By Heidi L. Chalflinch
Dr. Michael C. Blackwell
	 By Mrs. Sarah U. Bowles
Dr. Michael C. Blackwell
	 By Rita B. Jennings
Earl Davis
	 By Ila Davis
Edith Gryder
	 By Scott Gryder
Emilia Grace Jennings
	 By Linda E. Bentley
Eric and Kelly Vernon
	 By M/M Gary L. Moore
Esther Gillis
	 By M/M Royce A. Gills
Eunice Johnson
	 By Brenda Mustian
Evelyn Kelly
	 By Naomi C. Hilton
Everett & Uriah Faucett
	 By Hallie Wheeler
Five Grandchildren & 
Daughter
	 By M/M David E. Mikeal
Four Grandchildren
	 By M/M David E. Mikeal
Fran Barnes
	 By Brian Clemmons
Frances Webb
	 By Twyla L. Pearson
Frank & Gayle Havens
	 By M/M John T. Curlee
Fred Dixon
	 By Chris McNeely
Gary L. Tidrick
	 By Mrs. Sue B. Tidrick
Gene & Donnye Rooks
	 By M/M Harold  
	 Tharrington
Gloria Lyles
	 By M/M John W.  
	 Lineberger

Gracie & Zeke Houser
	 By Kenny Coffey
Guy P. Thomas
	 By Vanessa Demetriades
Hannah Grace Brown
	 By Larry D. Kearney
Harold & Carolyn Thar-
rington
	 By Tucker U. Twisdale
Harold & Carolyn Thar-
rington
	 By Dr. Patrick W. Fuller
Harvey & Annie Laurie 
Stoltz
	 By Ed & Mary Ann  
	 O’Conner
Harvey & Annie Laurie 
Stoltz
	 By Kathryn Taylor
Harvey Brown, Jr.
	 By Marshall & Brenda  
	 Bennett
Hazel S. McGugan
	 By Clara Ann P.  
	 Crutchfield
Hazel S. McGugan
	 By Jan Williams
Hazel S. McGugan
	 By Mark Sherman
Hazel S. McGugan
	 By Nancy Frantel
Hoyt & Carolyn Evans
	 By Kay R. Weddell
Hugh & Mary Liner
	 By Robert Brown
Jacob Henry
	 By Wallace H. Henry
James & Lauren & Evelyn 
Joy Cobb
	 By Susan H. Woodlief
James Clayton & Joyce 
Pate
	 By Virgil & Lottie Whaley
Janet & Fred Robbins
	 By Laura Cook
Jared & Sarah Ireland
	 By M/M John T. Curlee
Jay Westmoreland
	 By T. G. “Wes”  
	 Westmoreland
Jay Westmoreland
	 By McKee Road Baptist  
	 Church
Jean Laughton
	 By Carole Sykes
Jennifer Krull
	 By Mr. Terry B. Griggs
Jim Edminson
	 By Joyce Bulluck

Jim Lyles
	 By M/M John W. 
	 Lineberger
Jimmy & Wyatt Stewart
	 By Barbara Barrett
Jo Ann Lausterer
	 By M/M Randy M. Beal
Jody Yopp
	 By O. S. “Sandy” Bain
Jody Yopp
	 By M/M Ronald A.  
	 Yopp, Sr.
Joe Byrd
	 By Rubye E. Conroy
John Jones
	 By Miriam S. Rawls
John Mullen
	 By M/M Paul M. Mullen
John Riggan
	 By Jona Gilliam
John W. Denham
	 By M/M Robert D.  
	 Denham
Josh & John Nichols
	 By M/M Stephen R.  
	 Nichols
Josh Robinson
	 By Frances B. Robinson
Joshua Privette
	 By M/M R. Malcolm  
	 Privette
Joyce & Russ Graverson
	 By Janet E. Odum
Judith E. Stephens
	 By Judith & Raymond  
	 Dean
Judy G. Cox
	 By Jimmy Ralph Cox
Karen Havens
	 By M/M John T. Curlee
Karen Slate
	 By Alimamy & Donna  
	 Kanu
Keegan McDowell
	 By Wanda Beasley
Kennedy Home
	 By M/M Paul E. Mead
Kenny Smith
	 By MaryAnne O. Smith
Kim Zimmer Sisk
	 By M/M Franklin M.  
	 Havens
Kurstin Mercer
	 By Cindy Jennnings
Lana S. Howard
	 By M/M Robert H.  
	 Holliday, Jr.
Larry Phillips
	 By Middle Fork Baptist  
	 Church

Laverne Maddox
	 By James & Melba S.  
	 Kelly
Lawrence “Sonny” Oliver
	 By Pamela O. Thornton
Leigh McCauley
	 By Lloyd Willis
Lennox Varkey
	 By Rolls Enterprises, Inc.
Liam Cecil Pate
	 By Gregory & Nora Dixon
Lillian James
	 By Jenny J. Ayers
Lilly Rae Hedley Hinson
	 By Terry B. Griggs
Linda A. White
	 By Peachtree Memorial  
	 Baptist Church
Lisa Anderson Boyd
	 By M/M Barry M.  
	 Pomeroy
Lisa Anderson Boyd
	 By Catherine Cheung
Lisa Anderson Boyd
	 By LeAnne Smith
Lois Waters
	 By Joyce V. Robinson
Mabel & Steve Sechrist
	 By Judy Clonniger
Margie Oldham
	 By Carol S. Smith
Marie Key
	 By M/M Franklin Carper
Marilyn Jaime
	 By Betty P. Worley
Martha Proffitt
	 By Mark Hooper
Mary Alice Warren
	 By Bobbie A. Hall
Mary Ellen Castello
	 By Robert C. Hardison
Mary Jo Young
	 By Free Life Ministries
Mary Shannon Scott
	 By M/M Robert R. Scott
Masen, Michael, Avery, 
and Ella
	 By Edna Bond
Matt & Shelley Gardner
	 By M/M Harold  
	 Tharrington
Matthew Beaver
	 By Bethany Beaver
Maya Johnson
	 By Dr. & Mrs. James D.  
	 Johnson
Meredith Hurley Bolton
	 By Mrs. Kerri S. Hurley
Michael and Maxie Dixon
	 By M/M James D. Smith

Michael C. Blackwell
	 By Wallace B. Maultsby
Michael C. Blackwell
	 By M/M John K.  
	 Williams
Michael C. Blackwell
	 By M/M D. Scarborough
Michael C. Blackwell
	 By Sarah U. Bowles
Michael C. Blackwell
	 By Barbara Barrett
Michael Martin
	 By Innospec Performance 
Chemicals
M/M Brad Morrison
	 By Carolyn G. Kearns
M/M Charles Havens
	 By M/M John T. Curlee
M/M Cory Havens
	 By M/M John T. Curlee
Barbara Patterson
	 By William R. White
Betsy McLean
	 By Dr. & Mrs. Gillis Byrns  
	 Coleman
Jacqueline Allen
	 By Phillip & Lucy Woodell
Myrtle Smith
	 By M/M James D. Smith
Nancy Hopkins
	 By M/M Jack A. Robinson
Nora Grace Johnson
	 By Free Life Ministries
Owen Stanley
	 By Wanda Beasley
Pamela S. Annas
	 By Michael Annas
Pamela S. Annas
	 By M/M Timothy B.  
	 Warren
Parker Heath Williams
	 By Gregory & Nora Dixon
Pastor Davis Hooper
	 By M/M Thomas S. Piller
Pastor Robert Ellis & Pam
	 By Janice W. Best
Pat Osborne
	 By Stephen Moree
Peggy & Mitchell Mat-
thews
	 By Claudia M. Tutterow
Philip L. Winslow
	 By Lawrence Riddick
RA Counselor, Bobby 
Culler
	 By M/M Jack A. Robinson
Randy’s 68th Birthday
	 By M/M E. Randy McCall

R e m e m b e r

NOTE: Listed are all Honor and Memorial gifts made to BCH from March 1 through July 1.
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Raymond “Skeeter” 
Stancil
	 By Roger & Brenda  
	 McCarter
Reba Stone
	 By Anne T. Russ
Regina Keener
	 By Jody Yopp
Rev. & Mrs. Marvin Tyson
	 By William B. Lewis, III
Rev. & Mrs. Teny Tench
	 By Ed Steibel Imports, Inc.
Rev. Greg Templin
	 By Virginia W. Harris
Rev. Grover Holder
	 By William Sharpe
Rev. Grover Holder
	 By Jean M. Harvey
Rev. Merle Martin
	 By Charles M. Hester
Rick Murphrey, Sunday 
School Teacher
	 By Larry & Vickie  
	 Homesley
Rozena Tucker
	 By M/M Lionel H. Hahn
Ruby Cardwell
	 By Pamela K. Carper
Sally McConn
	 By Malcolm & Denise  
	 Privette
Sam Barefoot
	 By Jody Yopp
Sam Owens
	 By Erin Bobbitt
Sheri B. Little
	 By Linda S. Little
Sherry Elledge Smith
	 By M/M Franklin M.  
	 Havens
Shirley Snow
	 By Keith P. Snow
Skyler Pease
	 By Rebecca Pease
Stacey Stalvey
	 By Frances B. Robinson
Stella P. Hutchings
	 By Ann Pullium
Stephanie Giambalvo
	 By Terry B. Griggs
Steve Epperson
	 By Cherry Point Baptist  
	 Church
Sue Redden
	 By Linda McComb
The Children
	 By Ken Easter
The Children
	 By Joyce V. Robinson
The Children
	 By Linda Brookshire
The Children, Kennedy Home
	 By M/M Paul E. Mead
The Children at BCH
	 By M/M C. Wayne Lassiter
Thomas H. Collis
	 By Patricia M. Collis
Tim and Lisa Boyd
	 By K. Alys Kuchenbrod
Timothy Allen Boyd
	 By Catherine Cheung
Tina Wall
	 By M/M David Dunn 

Tine Hagley
	 By Thomas L. Adcock
Tom & Sylvia Simmons
	 By Kimberly S. Zachman
Tomi Nicole KauKola
	 By Denise Floyd
Tori Helms
	 By Fran & Charles Helms
Traci Backes
	 By James J. George
Troy, Sue, & Holden Dover
	 By Dr. & Mrs. Dale O.  
	 Steele
Turner & Wyatt Blake
	 By Merlyn S Blanton
Wayne Jordan
	 By M/M Jack A. Robinson
Wes Westmoreland
	 By M/M Jay D.  
	 Westmoreland
Wiley Doby
	 By M/M Paul M. Mullen
Wilma Foushee
	 By Cecilia F. Cook
Woody Lamm
	 By Gregory & Nora Dixon
Zella H. Johnson
	 By Freddie L. Beasley  
	 & Arnold

IN MEMORY
Ab and Sue Pruitt
	 By M/M Donald T.  
	 Robinson
Addison Moore, Jr.
	 By M/M Don Scarborough
Agnes Joyner
	 By Steffanie N. Vaughan
Albert E. Plemmons
	 By Pleasant Balsam  
	 Baptist Church
Allen J. “Bud” Goodman
	 By Nancy H. Goodman
Allie Wilson Huff
	 By Alice H. Hart
Alona Crenshaw
	 By Dwala A. Cappo
Alona Crenshaw
	 By Trinity Baptist Church
Alona Crenshaw
	 By Sharon K. Brown
Alona Crenshaw
	 By Cathy M. Rouse
Alona Crenshaw
	 By Kay Bissette
Alona Crenshaw
	 By Menda Lambeth
Alyce Humphrey
	 By Robert C. Hardison
Angela Hammonds
	 By Ann Thomas
Angus Mercer
	 By Joyce Mercer
Ann Cash Thompson
	 By Jason Walters
Ann Todd
	 By Capt. & Mrs. Michael  
	 D. Coleman
Anne Mercer Kesler Shields
	 By Howard W. Shields
Annie Mae Styers
	 By M/M Donald R. Austin

Archie B. Payne
	 By Mildred Underwood
Artie & Gladys Gunn
	 By Shirley A. Gunn
Aubrey Compton
	 By Elaine Hooker
Audrey Lamm Perry
	 By Ann C. Peters
Avery Ashe
	 By M/M Tommy M. Beasley
Barbara Deal
	 By M/M Henry M. Wagner
Barbara Jean Liverman
	 By E.R. & Sandra Evans
Barbara Jean Liverman
	 By Diane P. Dixon
Barbara Linerman
	 By Mildred Wrenn
Beatric H. DeWitt & Rich-
ard Carroll Sparkman
	 By Carroll Sparkman Lolli
Becky Ross
	 By Mrs. Beth S. Spaugh
Betsy Dickens
	 By David & Deborah Shaw
Bettie Walker
	 By Oak Grove Baptist  
	 Church
Betty Cannon
	 By Leslie Dix
Betty Davis Britt
	 By M/M Mitchell Taylor
Betty Jo Meadows
	 By Martha C. Gallop
Betty Jo Meadows
	 By Joyce & Jerry Stanley
Betty Sue Dancy
	 By Shaun A. Wilcox
Betty Sue Dancy
	 By Barbara A. Parsons
Betty Sue Dancy
	 By Davida W. Smith
Betty Sue Dancy
	 By Esther C. Elledge
Betty Sue Dancy
	 By The Friendship Class
Betty Sue Dancy
	 By Betty D. Elledge
Betty Sue Dickerson
	 By Sharon M. Whitfield
Bill & Helen Bowles
	 By Jo Ann B. Wilson
Bill Hayes
	 By Perry Brown
Billie & Velma
	 By Randy & Marsha  
	 Hoffman
Billy Wayne Franklin
	 By Linda Moody
Bobby Baily
	 By Helen Harp
Bobby Gene Johnson
	 By Mildred C. Johnson
Bobby Myers
	 By Askewville Baptist  
	 Church
Bonnie Lee Whitmire
	 By Richard & Vickie Horres
Bonnie Lee Whitmire
	 By M/M Beecher C. Allison
Bonnie Lee Whitmire
	 By Mark C. Warden

Bonnie Lee Whitmire
	 By Margaret G. Howell
Bonnie Lee Whitmire
	 By Liz Bradley
Bonnie Lee Whitmire
	 By Susan B. Whitmire
Boyce & Bonnie Whitmire
	 By Cherryfield Baptist 
Church
Boyce Whitmire
	 By M/M Beecher C. Allison
Branden S. Myers
	 By Donna & Raymond  
	 Hrinchuk
Brandon Mikeal
	 By M/M David E. Mikeal
Brenda Vogt
	 By M/M Chuck Hemric
Brenda Williams
	 By Joyce Watkins
Brooke Edmonds Bohannan
	 By Wanda Beasley
Brooke Rhodes
	 By Free Life Ministries
Buddy Grainger
	 By Mark E. Bouldin
Carol L. Wood
	 By Peggy C. Worrell
Carol Sue Watts
	 By Randall R. Watts
Carole H. Moore
	 By George R. Moore
Carrie Kinlaw
	 By M/M Russel L. Long
Carroll & Mary Lee 
Rhodarmer
	 By Sherry R. Lunsford
Carroll C. Wall, Jr.
	 By M/M David Dunn
Carroll Propst
	 By Aleen W. Deal
Cathrine Smith Mitchell
	 By M/M Ken Medlin
Cecil & Mildred Narron
	 By JoAnn N. Jordan
Cecil & Pauline Crawford
	 By Sharon & Rylan Gardner
Cecil & Pauline Crawford
	 By Beth Crawford
Cecil Huskins
	 By Karen R. Young
Charity & Warren Beck
	 By Suzanne McDaniel
Charlene Noland
	 By Emmett & Beth Wilson
Charles & Sybil Eurey
	 By Charles W. Eurey, Jr.
Charles E. McDaniel
	 By Donald Garner
Charles E. McDaniel
	 By C. T. & Katharine 
Sanders
Charles Hammond, Sr.
	 By Carol Bondurant
Charles Hammond, Sr.
	 By Al & Catherine Graham
Charles Knowles
	 By M/M William F. Wells
Charles Powell
	 By Jacquelyn K. Jones
Charles Shelton
	 By M/M Charles A. Shelton

Charlie (Chip) Pigg
	 By M/M Don Scarborough
Cheri Rose
	 By George & Kathryn Pace
Cherry Dailey
	 By Billy & Sylvia Fryar
Chief Vance Russ
	 By Donald & Judy Gray
Chief Vance Russ
	 By Robert E. Maready
Chris Beahan
	 By Linda L. Phelps
Chris Evans
	 By M/M Dennis F. Hayward
Christine Cobb
	 By W.R. WHITE, INC.
Christine Cobb
	 By Pritchett & Burch, Pllc
Christine Cobb
	 By Jean B. Cobb
Christine Thomas
	 By M/M Don Scarborough
Chuck McPherson
	 By Suzanne C. Harton
Cindy Hooks
	 By M/M Eli Lee
Clarence Barnes
	 By Janet C. Nelson
Clay Bollinger
	 By Mozelle R. Woods
Clay Bollinger
	 By Keith Hollifield
Clayton Brock
	 By June N. Farmer
Cliff Sullivan
	 By Mary Beth Wilkie
Clifford & Velma Adams
	 By Homer & Joyce Adams
Clifton Bagley
	 By Lois G. Weeks
Clonie Marie Johnson Vick
	 By Amy L. Vick
Commander Robert Sher-
wood Rawls
	 By Martha R. Rawls
Connie Warren
	 By M/M Robert A. Perry
Conrad “Junior” Swaim
	 By Keith Shelton
Constance Branch Strick-
land
	 By M/M James L. Averett
Courtney Walsh Waginger
	 By Bruce R. Davenport
Curtis Oscar Mosley
	 By Jamie & Cindy McMasters
Danny Ray Parker
	 By James & Robin Strickland
David Whitfield
	 By Joan Floyd
Dennis Gold Beatty
	 By Sherri Weeks
Deron Keys
	 By M/M Dock Ayers
Dewey Blackburn
	 By M/M Michael H. Walters
Dewey Clifford Simpson
	 By Linda Hewett
Dianna Pernell
	 By Janet C. Nelson
Dobbs Davie
	 By Kim W. Gamlin

Don & Lillian Walter
	 By M/M Mark B. Walter
Don Gaddis
	 By First Baptist Church
Don Morris
	 By Marie D. Morris
Donald C. Dowdy
	 By Kenneth R. Smith
Donald C. Dowdy
	 By Vera Z. Baecker
Donald C. Dowdy
	 By Michael Giordano
Donald C. Dowdy
	 By Rowland & Sherrill  
	 Brazzeal
Donald Lloyd Hunt
	 By Hope Johnson
Donald Ray Hyatt
	 By Carol D. Tyson
Doris Johnson Lowder
	 By Wanza C. Eudy
Doris Mae Keefe Hughes
	 By Rev. Robert E.  
	 Hughes, Jr.
Doris Powers
	 By Sherrel S. Bunn
Doris R. Smith
	 By Linda Hofler
Dorothy Carter
	 By Patricia Norris
Dorothy L. Jackson
	 By Merry Hill Baptist  
	 Church
Dorothy Parker
	 By White Swan, Inc.
Dot Simpson
	 By Anita Childre
Doug & Janice Layman
	 By Audra H. James
Doyle Edwin Beasley
	 By Jeannette Beasley
Dr. Bob Hopkins
	 By M/M Jack A. Robinson
Durwood Edwards
	 By Jacquelyn K. Jones
Earl & Rena Steele-Shuford
	 By M/M Ralph J. Belk
Earl Davis
	 By M/M Paul B. Herring
Eddie Long
	 By M/M Michael H. Walters
Edna & Ray Scarborough
	 By Beverly Scarborough  
	 Blackwelder
Edna Collins
	 By Edna C. Dalton
Edna Lyon
	 By Fay Spicer
Elaine Scott
	 By Jenny J. Ayers
Elbert Earl Collins
	 By Edna C. Dalton
Elizabeth Rollins Wright
	 By J. D. Wright, Jr.
Ellen McMillan Hall
	 By Karen Proctor Hall
Eloise Lanier Clifton
	 By Piney Grove Baptist  
	 Church
Emma “Billie” Kiing
	 By Carol Brewen
Emma “Billie” Kiing
	 By Sandi King

Emma “Billie” Kiing
	 By Barbara & Tom Walker
Emma “Billie” Kiing
	 By Fred & Bonnie Bogue
Emma “Billie” Kiing
	 By Jason Walters
Emma “Billie” Kiing
	 By Maggie D. Blackmon
Ernest & Evelyn Turbyfill
	 By Kathryn T. White
Ethel Ballard Helton
	 By Robert J. Helton
Evelyn Glidewell
	 By Betty C. Herron
Evelyn Kelly
	 By Kevin & Linda Wilson
Evelyn Kelly
	 By Jane Rogers Jones
Evelyn Kelly
	 By Susan R. Dunn
Evelyn Kelly
	 By Ruth E. Love
Evelyn Kelly
	 By Richard J. Eliason
Evelyn Kelly
	 By James & Sylvia Greenlee
Evelyn Kelly
	 By Linda Wilson
Evelyn Kelly
	 By M/M Russell H. Hogan
Everette Long
	 By Joan W. Riggs
Fara Lee Carpenter
	 By M/M Doyle A. Chambers
Farrell Lewis Moore
	 By Jean P. Young
Faye & Dallas Ball
	 By Leta R. Ballard
Floyd & Grace Ussery
	 By Margaret U. Brookshire
Floyd Flynn
	 By Tannis Nelson
Franklin & Jo Richey
	 By Dr. & Mrs. Charles V.  
	 Petty
Fred & Gladys Graham
	 By Karen D. Graham
Fred Dixon
	 By Caroline Riley
Fred Dixon
	 By Greg & Liz Goodman
Fred R. Brewer
	 By Frances F. Brewer
Fred Whitesell
	 By Paula Hall
G. W. Clontz, Jr.
	 By Linda L. Clontz
Gary Tidrick
	 By Sue B. Tidrick
Gene & Opal Roark
	 By Richard Roark
Gene Pierce
	 By Martha M. Pierce
George Phillip Caldwell
	 By Pamela Kilby
Gerald Talbert
	 By Joree Merritt
Gerry Garner
	 By Ann L. Garner
Gruffy and Pauline Walker
	 By M/M James H. Cratt
Harlen Phipps
	 By Hilda Sitterson

2022 COMMEMORATIVE IN HONOR/MEMORY SECTION
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Harlen Phipps
	 By Therese Allen
Harry Prevette
	 By Helen G. Prevette
Harvie & Gaynelle Curlee
	 By M/M John T. Curlee
Hatridge & Winfred Morgan
	 By Patricia A. Bryan
Hattie Edwards
	 By Wallace B. Maultsby
Hazel Brown
	 By Campers on Mission
Hazel Brown
	 By Girtrue H. Talley
Hazel S. McGugan
	 By Betty B. Cowan
Hazel S. McGugan
	 By Clara Murray
Hazel S. McGugan
	 By Edwin J. Punt
Hazel S. McGugan
	 By Carolyn J. Holland
Hazle Brown
	 By M/M William C. Benfield
Hazle Brown
	 By Margarete Somers
Henrietta Everett Adams
	 By Anita P. Lahr
Henry Beheler
	 By Karen D. Graham
Hubert & Dorothy Lenora 
Allison Batson
	 By Jean P. Young
Hudson & Pearlene Beasley
	 By Jeannette Beasley
Hugh & Evelyn Talley
	 By M/M David J. Payne
Hugh Leslie Batts
	 By C. B. Batts & R. S. Batts
Ina D. McMasters
	 By M/M Duane R. McMasters
Irene HInes Phillips
	 By Phyllis L. Lemly
Iris Williams
	 By M/M J. Alan Williams
J. B. Wright
	 By Supply Baptist Church
J. N. & Carrie Hughes
	 By Charles R. Cadieu
J.D. & Margaret Baldree
	 By J. D. Baldree, II
Jack B. Huss
	 By Betty C. Jackson
Jacquelyn G. Burgess
	 By Elizabeth B. Chappell
Jake Deaton
	 By Diane F. Featherston
James A. & Marie J. Lucas
	 By James & Dubba Lucas
James & Sarah Proffitt
	 By M/M R. L. McIntosh, Jr.
James & Selma Cheek
	 By Dan & Alice Cheek
James Beckom
	 By Darlene C. Kinley
James Bullock
	 By Jacqueline C. Bullock
James G. & Irene W. Wilson
	 By James B. Wilson
James R. Hancock
	 By M/M James L. Bowen

James Russell & Margaret 
Mary Griffin
	 By Teresa Griffin
Jane Haywood Hinson
	 By M/M Wayne Caddell
Janet Thomas Babcock
	 By Charles Babcock
Jason Gray Newman
	 By Builders First Source
Jason Gray Newman
	 By Rhonda Howe
Jason Gray Newman
	 By Rob Sentell
Jason Gray Newman
	 By Midway Baptist Church
Jay H. & Julia S. Weavil
	 By Myra W. Bodenhamer
Jean Ann Crawford
	 By Joy Motte
Jean H. Presswood
	 By Wanda Beasley
Jean K. Powers
	 By Philip A. Powers
Jeannie Jordan
	 By M/M Jack A. Robinson
Jeffery Parker Brown
	 By Lori L. Brown
Jenna Joe
	 By Jenny J. Ayers
Jennifer Eller Stamey
	 By Wanda Beasley
Jeral McMillan
	 By M/M James D. Pullium
Jerry Kilby
	 By Mountain Valley  
	 Baptist Church
Jerry Swanger
	 By Canton High School,  
	 Class of 1957
Jesse Messer
	 By Shirley Messer
Jessie Cranford Sanders
	 By Ruby & Frank Sanders
Jessie Leigh Boney
	 By Jessica Boney
Jewel & Cecil Oates
	 By Susan O. Anthony
Jewel Blackwood
	 By Joree Merritt
Jill J. Gulledge
	 By Sarah Harrington
Jill Jenkins
	 By M/M Don Scarborough
Jimmie Nowell, Jr.
	 By Mary Lou Smith
Jo Duncan
	 By Grady S. Duncan
Joan Bennett
	 By Curt Bennett
Joan D. Ayscue
	 By Nancy Morton
JoAnn Dunn
	 By Capt. & Mrs. Michael  
	 D. Coleman
Joanne Overton
	 By Kimberly C. Speagle
Joe Foster
	 By Julia F. Ramech
Joe Galloway
	 By Joseph V. Smith
Joel G. Steelman
	 By Aleen W. Deal
John & Mary Clayton
	 By M/M Donnie L. Hall

John Burns Jr.
	 By Strategic Power  
	 Systems, Inc.
John David Ellis
	 By Barbara & Jimmy  
	 Hedgpeth
John Gee
	 By Sherwood W.  
	 Barefoot, Jr., M.D.
John Marvin Evans
	 By Evelyn Henson
John May
	 By Lloyd Willis
John McRae
	 By Marcella McRae
John Restrepo
	 By Tammy Restrepo
Johnny Dehart
	 By Sharon Stiles
Joseph David Massey
	 By Mary Massey
Joseph Murray
	 By James Murray
Judy Cochran
	 By Wanda Beasley
Judy Seawell
	 By Jody & Paula Hall
Judy Thomas Cameron
	 By Capt. & Mrs. Michael  
	 D. Coleman
Julius T. Sanders Jr.
	 By John & Sallye Wentz
June Monteith Whitmire
	 By Hazel Chapman
June Monteith Whitmire
	 By Betty H. Monteith
June Monteith Whitmire
	 By Betty W. Gunter
Karen Gibson Almond
	 By Brenda J. Mulford
Karen Grogan
	 By Rebecca Pease
Katie Elizabeth Holmes
	 By M/M James H.  
	 Wheless
Kayla & Morgan Kushner
	 By Lizbeth A. Kennedy
Keith Austin
	 By Caitlyn Lankford
Keith Austin
	 By Dr. Nancy B. Jankoski
Keith Austin
	 By Lori Kees
Keith Austin
	 By David & Judy Darby
Keith Austin
	 By David Deitch
Keith Austin
	 By Kathleen Reis
Keith Austin
	 By Provident Land  
	 Services, Inc.
Keith Austin
	 By West Oakboro Baptist 
	 Church
Keith Austin
	 By Nancy D. Dry
Keith Austin
	 By Willene F. Simpson
Keith Austin
	 By Jane Ruth Rivers
Keith Austin
	 By M/M John D. Chalk, III

Keith Austin
	 By Frances Austin
Keith Austin
	 By Claude & Jo Ann  
	 Wooten
Keith Austin
	 By Karen & Rhett  
	 Macomson
Kenneth Beasley
	 By Jeannette Beasley
Kenneth Wayne Wheeler
	 By Hallie Wheeler
Kevin Herron
	 By Randy Riddell
Lambeth S. “Penny” Long 
& Kathleen C. Long
	 By Linda L. Dixon
Larry Comer
	 By David & Deborah Shaw
Larry E. Smith
	 By Geraldine Millen
Larry E. Woods
	 By Mozelle R. Woods
Larry L. Burns
	 By Lynda D. Burns
Larry Phillips
	 By Sandra G. Williamson
Larry Phillips
	 By Norma J. Mathis
Larry Phillips
	 By Judy C. Faw
Larry Phillips
	 By Sara McCall
Larry Phillips
	 By Clarence Winkler
Larry Phillips
	 By Forks of Ivy Baptist  
	 Church
Lashonda Montgomery 
Lennon
	 By M/M Don Scarborough
LaVerne S. Moore
	 By Mr. Gerald A. Moore
Lavonn E. Bell
	 By Dr. & Mrs. Richard G. Bell
Lena Delano Davis
	 By Ellen P. Moyseowicz
Linda Darlene Johnson
	 By Ernest Johnson
Linda Lou Hicks Ward
	 By Jimmy S. Combs
Linda Stroud
	 By Charles & Betty  
	 Timberlake
Lola Hazle Brown
	 By Kathy A. Raxter
Loretta Hyde Kirkpatrick
	 By Canton High School  
	 Class of 1957
Louie Oakley
	 By Robert & Joann Oakley
Louis Gregory
	 By JoAnn M. Garner
Louise Gudger Morgan
	 By Martha Lerario
Lucille C. Elliott
	 By Joyce E. Creed
Lula Strader
	 By Judith & Chuck Ott
Lyndell Cable Johnson
	 By Dora W. Sloop

Lynn Marie Stokes
	 By M/M William D.  
	 Stokes, Jr.
Mabel Wilson
	 By Cleo B. Lane
Mable Chambers
	 By Sharon M. Whitfield
Mac McCall “Peeps”
	 By Jim McCall
Malinda Bush
	 By Enon Chapel Baptist  
	 Church
Marcus & Lucille Hatley
	 By M/M L. Douglas Burgess
Margaret Jones
	 By Rose Clark-Hunt
Margaret Sparks
	 By M/M John T. Curlee
Margaret Weaver
	 By Geraldine W. Steele
Margret Anne Lowe
	 By Gerald Michael  
	 Shumaker
Marie Blevins
	 By Carolyn Ferguson
Marie Blevins
	 By Marie E. Davis
Marie Blevins
	 By M/M Whitman P. Loflin
Marie Blevins
	 By Linda E. Bentley
Marie Blevins
	 By Kristen J. Moss
Marie Blevins
	 By Martha W. Hilll
Marie Blevins
	 By Susan O. Anthony
Marie Blevins
	 By Hayden & Karen Church
Marie Blevins
	 By Mrs. Betty Brewer
Marie Blevins
	 By Margery Edgerton
Marie Blevins
	 By Reba R. Byrd
Marie Blevins
	 By Lynn Menches
Marie Blevins
	 By M/M Fred Belk
Marie Blevins
	 By M/M Brad C.  
	 Shinaman
Marie Blevins
	 By M/M Glenn D. Wellborn
Marie Blevins
	 By Herman C. Province, Jr.
Marie Blevins
	 By Benson, Blevins and  
	 Associates, P.L.L.C.
Marie Blevins
	 By M/M Gary S. Newman
Marie Blevins
	 By Wyatt W. Stewart
Marion Plyler
	 By M/M Michael H. Walters
Mark Mintz
	 By M/M James D. Pullium
Marsha Dickenson
	 By James C. Clark, Jr.
Martha Duggins
	 By Sherry S. Crews
Martha Duggins
	 By Edna S. Smith

Martha Proffitt
	 By James & Dianne Cochran
Martha Stacker
	 By M/M Don Scarborough
Mary & Lynn Grubbs
	 By M/M Kemp B. Stewart
Mary Charles Leathers
	 By Gregory & Nora Dixon
Mary Sue Sneed
	 By M/M James D. Pullium
Mason Alexander Farley
	 By Kitty S. Basham
Max Liles
	 By Susan G. Liles
Maxine Beaver
	 By Judy Dougherty
Maxine Ellington
	 By Diane F. Featherston
Mayo & Jean Boddie
	 By M/M William Boddie, Sr.
Melvin “Bud” Walker
	 By Sandra Walker
Michael Grooms
	 By M/M Roy D. Grooms
Michael Leon Quinn
	 By Thomas M. Futrell
Michael Stephen Hall
	 By Deborah D. Hall
Minnie Reynolds Graham
	 By Laura P. Younts
Miranda Jean-Ann West
	 By Maurice E. West, Sr.
Mitchell Carter
	 By Shirley Jolley
Morri D. Isenhour
	 By W. Lee Isenhour
Mr/M J. A. Johnson
	 By Mrs. Julia A. Hayes
M/M Johnny Williams
	 By M/M Michael E. Williams
M/M Lonnie Hall
	 By Elva Hall Tallent
M/M Tom Taylor
	 By M/M Michael E. Williams
M/M Z.L. Davenport, Jr.
	 By Verlene D. Stephenson
 Claude F. Pickler
	 By Daphine P. Pickler
S. Roger Collis
	 By Gordonsville Baptist  
	 Church
 S. Roger Collis
	 By Raceway Ministries
S. Roger Collis
	 By Kathleen B. Newsome
 S. Roger Collis
	 By Boozer Living Trust  
	 Dated
S. Roger Collis
	 By Robert R. Farqu-
harson, M.D.
S. Roger Collis
	 By Martine M. Fee
S. Roger Collis
	 By Tayna Robinson
S. Roger Collis
	 By Jane J. Stratigos
S. Roger Collis
	 By Margaret Dentel
S. Roger Collis
	 By Carol Landers
S. Roger Collis
	 By Theresa M. Stark

S. Roger Collis
	 By Sarah Smith
Roger Collis
	 By Roy & Kim Byrd
S. Roger Collis
	 By Patricia M. Collis
S. Roger Collis
	 By Lawrence Arbaugh
S. Roger Collis
	 By Linda Outlaw
S. Roger Collis
	 By Cindy & Chip Schuppert
Barbara F. Burnette
	 By M/M Edward E. Schultz
Lonnie R. Williams
	 By Maxine T. Ivey
Lonnie R. Williams
	 By Henry & Jean Thompson
Mary P. Pickler
	 By Daphine P. Pickler
Mrs. Trehorne
	 By William C. Rodgers
Vivian Barnes
	 By M/M Michael H. Walters
Myrtle Oakley Carter
	 By Karen Proctor Hall
Nadine Laws Killian
	 By Aleen W. Deal
Nancy (Polly) Flowers
	 By Linda Hewett
Nancy Belk
	 By M/M Ralph J. Belk
Nancy Carawan
	 By Barbara Barrett
Nancy Joanne Overton
	 By Eunice H. Carter
Nancy Joanne Overton
	 By Cathy Yancey
Nancy Wilson Knight
	 By M/M Mark A. Wilson
Neil E. Ladtkow
	 By Kerry S. McFarlane
Nell Eason
	 By Cathy R. Riddick
Nola Davis Ellis
	 By Janie M. Houf
Norma Jean Dowd
	 By Judson Baptist Church
Norma Lee “Dot” Simpson
	 By Garnett R. Beasley
Norma Lee Tickle Simpson
	 By Ronald & Archer Perkins
Norman and Marie Critcher
	 By Norman Critcher
Novlen Perry
	 By Janet R. Harrison
Obie F. Cressman
	 By Philip Joyner
Olivia Gail Toney
	 By Phillip A. Toney
Oren Jones
	 By Evelyn G. Jones
Pam Peedin
	 By Jerry Weeks
Pastor John Schroder
	 By Mary M. Clark
Pat Perdue
	 By Linda Smith
Pat Yarbrough
	 By William Vandervelde
Paul Kanode
	 By Alan Bentley
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Paul Michael Hudson
	 By Dan Valley Baptist  
	 Association
Paul Ward
	 By Linda Hewett
Pauline Joyner
	 By Philip Joyner
Peggy Barnes Bass
	 By Capt. and Mrs. Michael  
	 D. Coleman
Peggy Burcham
	 By Brenda Ferguson
Peggy Burcham
	 By Kerbi Clauser
Peggy Burcham
	 By Spencer & Dianne  
	 Thompson
Peggy Burcham
	 By Betty L. Richey
Peggy Cox Bernstein
	 By M/M Don Scarborough
Peggy Davis
	 By Martha M. Pierce
Peggy Hooks
	 By William Hooks
Pete & Ida P. Braxton 
Strickland
	 By Dillard Braxton
Pete Oliphant
	 By Wanda Beasley
Peter & Alma Block
	 By Carolyn B. Yeager
Phil Qualls
	 By Jean L. & Billy C. Yates
Phil Qualls
	 By Sheryl E. Naylor
Phil Qualls
	 By Frank & Gayle C. Green
Phil Qualls
	 By Charles & Laurie Anne 
	 Haynes
Phil Qualls
	 By Quinton Q. Qualls, Jr.
Phil Qualls
	 By M/M Melvin L. Wolfe
Phil Qualls
	 By Rey W. & Avery M.  
	 Cooke, Jr.
Phil Qualls
	 By LuFaye V. & James H.  
	 Qualls 

Phil Qualls
	 By Rose L. Inscoe
Phil Qualls
	 By Linda W. & Doug  
	 Byrd, III
Phil Qualls
	 By Carl & Meredith Carlberg
Phil Qualls
	 By Sandra C. & Ralph V.  
	 Geabhart
Phil Qualls
	 By M/M Lawrence Edwards
Phil Qualls
	 By John & Jane Hauser
Phil Qualls
	 By Mary W. Qualls
Phil Qualls
	 By Carl & Patrice Helton
Phil Qualls
	 By James & Jane Pearson
Phil Qualls
	 By Pat & Tommy Stephens
Phil Qualls
	 By Andrew L. Clark
Phil Qualls
	 By Kenneth & Patricia Kelly
Phil Qualls
	 By Fidelity Charitable  
	 Gift Fund
Phil Qualls
	 By Katherine R. & Daniel  
	 B Caylor, III
Phil Qualls
	 By Barbara Jo Wall  
	 Timberlake Family Trust
Phil Qualls
	 By Todd T. Hagwood
Phil Qualls
	 By Jennifer & Jeffery Paul
Phil Qualls
	 By Jody Yopp
Philip L. Winslow
	 By Jean B. Cobb
Philip L. Winslow
	 By Whiteville Grove  
	 Baptist Church
Phillip Annas
	 By Mrs. Catherine Annas
Phyllis Ann Holt
	 By Wanda Beasley
Phyllis Hollowell
	 By Eure Baptist Church

Polly Hodges
	 By Janet C. Nelson
Priscilla Beaver
	 By Bethany Beaver
RA - David Culler
	 By M/M Jack A. Robinson
Randy Cochrane
	 By Wanda Beasley
Ray (Stogie) Davis
	 By L. R. Davis, Jr.
Ray & Nick Edwards
	 By Betty E. Edwards
Ray Coopersmith
	 By Charlene Coppersmith
Ray Stocks
	 By Linda Hewett
Raymond “Terry” Schwall
	 By Regina Schwall
Reba Stirewalt
	 By M/M L. W. Stirewalt
Rebecca Hellard
	 By John Michael Hellard
Regina Dongell
	 By Linda Hewett
Reginald Lanier
	 By Michael & Jodie Reinhardt
Reuben Earl Hart
	 By Willie H. (Billie) Warren
Reuben Earl Hart
	 By Gerry Crowder
Rev. & Mrs. Jerry Hames
	 By M/M Michael H. Walters
Rev. & Mrs. Victor Leland 
Mabry
	 By Betty M. Evans
Rev. Carl Wilson
	 By Mitchell A. Yates
Rev. Doug Moore
	 By Betsy A. Moore
Rev. Dr. Earl Farthing
	 By M/M Russell P. Jones
Rev. Grover Holder
	 By Jeanette C. Hinshaw
Rev. Grover Holder
	 By Rev. C. Elliott Hill
Rev. Joe & Nita Bowes
	 By Dan & Alice Cheek
Rev. Lawrence E. Tew
	 By Betty J. Tew
Rev. Lewis Dean Medlin
	 By Alice P. Stapleton

Rev. Phil Qualls
	 By M/M Samuel V. Barefoot
Rev. Philllip O. Qualls
	 By Lynette & John Capps
Rev. Philllip O. Qualls
	 By Quinton Q Qualls, Jr.
Rev. Philllip O. Qualls
	 By Momeyer Baptist Church
Rev. Philllip O. Qualls
	 By Quinton Q Qualls, Jr.
Rev. Tom Bodkin
	 By Betty S. Bodkin
Rev. Warner Bumgarner
	 By M/M Don Scarborough
Richard Albrecht
	 By Donna J. Albrecht
Richard Russell
	 By Zeb Russell
Rick E. Hines
	 By M/M James M. Spivey, Sr.
Rick E. Hines
	 By M/M Hershel L. Reddeck
Ricky & Hannaleigh Suttles
	 By Brian Suttles
Rita Beasley
	 By Nancy S. Carter
Rita Beasley
	 By Shelba J. Chesson
Rita Beasley
	 By Steven & Linda Phelps
Rita Beasley
	 By Brian Peters
Rita Beasley
	 By Charles R. Baird
Robert & Colleen Carroll
	 By William & Candace Frey
Robert Ballard Conrad
	 By Fifi R. Wright
Robert Ballard Conrad
	 By Ronald A. Madsen
Robert L. Slate
	 By M/M Thomas C. Southern
Robert Lee Wilson
	 By Browns Creek Baptist  
	 Church
Robert Lee Wilson
	 By Larry Frost
Robert Richey
	 By Diane P. Richey
Robert Tyson
	 By M/M Don Scarborough

Robin Ferguson
	 By Jack R. Ferguson
Ron Templeton
	 By Phillip & Lucy Woodell
Roy & Vera Stegall
	 By First Baptist Church
Rudolph Oliver
	 By Lois G. Weeks
Rupert & Eunice Dilday
	 By Martha R. Rawls
Rusaline “Rusty” Cassidy
	 By Wanda Beasley
Russell & Mary Belle 
Brookshire
	 By Linda Brookshire
Ruth Eatmon
	 By Susan Wilson
Ruth P. Coggin
	 By First Baptist Church
R. V. Moss
	 By Vera W. Moss
S. Roger Collis
	 By Gail L. Jones
S. Roger Collis
	 By Mary K. White
S. Roger Collis
	 By Jane C. Dugan
Sadie C. Broome
	 By Sherry L. Broome
Sallie Cowand
	 By Ruby & Frank Sanders
Sam Moore
	 By Dillard Braxton
Sandra Scott
	 By Ronda Martin
Sara Sutton
	 By Deanna Kirn
Sarah C. Hedgepeth
	 By Bladen Union Baptist  
	 Church
Scarlett Mills
	 By Wanda Beasley
Shannon Chapman
	 By Ted T. Chapman
Sherrill Montgomery
	 By Beth Chappell
Shirley A. Griffith
	 By Peachtree Memorial  
	 Baptist Church
Shirley & Wilbur Rowe
	 By James Keith Rowe

Shirley Austin
	 By Judith A. Kerstetter
Stanton Massengill
	 By Lena Massengill
Stella Catherine Hutchings
	 By Thomas Covington
Stella Catherine Hutchings
	 By Robert & Jane Moore
Stephen Gray Sr.
	 By Wanda Beasley
Stephen Richard White
	 By Karen H. Hurdle
Sue H. Honeycutt
	 By Teresa & Michael Perdue
Susan Newton
	 By Larry Newton
Susan Singletary
	 By Jenny J. Ayers
Sylvia Smith
	 By Kathy Smith
T.R., Thurman, & Allie Williams
	 By Linda Brewer
Ted Rudisill
	 By P. J. Bowman
The Children & Teachers  
in Uvalde, Texas
	 By Ken Easter
Thelma W. & Jerome G. 
Fisher
	 By M/M Jerry Fisher
Thomas Hayne Smith, Sr.
	 By M/M James D. Smith
Thomas Henry Biggs
	 By Betty B. Ward
Tommy J. Carter
	 By Frank E. Luper	
Treva & Milton Davenport
	 By Kay Walker
Uncle Johnny
	 By Roger & Brenda  
	 McCarter
Vaughn Black
	 By Ken Easter
Velma Hill
	 By M/M R. L. McIntosh, Jr.
Verlon “Tom” Dexter White
	 By M/M Shelton R. Manning
Verlon “Tom” Dexter White
	 By Paige C. Myers
Viola M. Hall
	 By Elva Hall Tallent

Virginia & Jerry Williams
	 By George & Kathryn Pace
Virginia Beal
	 By Charles R. Beal
Virginia Moore
	 By Deborah M. Lee
Virginia Wilson Cochran
	 By Alice H. Hart
Wade Henderson Crawford
	 By Anita Hall
Walter “Walt” Lee Vaughn
	 By Piney Grove Baptist  
	 Church
Walter & Stella Hutchings
	 By M/M Eutice Ivey
Walter W. Woodard
	 By Mary J. Woodard
Wanda Anderson
	 By Jessica Brown
Wayne & Goldie Harrington
	 By Sarah Crouse
Wesley Bodenheimer
	 By Joyce Yelton
Wilbert Mae Teal
	 By M/M Don Scarborough
Will Ricks
	 By M/M Joel D.  
	 Stephenson
William “Gene” Spickler
	 By Kellie Boseman
William Alton Ward
	 By Shari W. Hunt
William & Mildred Nivison
	 By Nivison Family  
	 Foundation
William C. & Inez Hughes
	 By James & Dubba Lucas
William Julian Robertson, III
	 By Lee Nelson
William P. “Abe” Elmore
	 By Clarence L. Corbett Jr.
Willis Hyatt
	 By Linda Hewett
Wilma Drake
	 By M/M Don Scarborough
Yvonne Graham
	 By Shirley Jolley
Zanny F. Kistler
	 By Faye D. Kistler
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to share what God is doing through Baptist 
Children’s Homes’ ministries. Scan the code or go 
to bchoffering.org/speaker or call 336.474.1209.

Reminders!
Please join us.

Friends of Children Saturday Missions
One-day projects for all ages & free meal. 

Register at bchfamily.org/foc

   •   Sept 10 - Cameron Boys Camp, Cameron
   •   Sept 17 -  Odum Home, Pembroke
                          Kennedy Home, Kinston
                          Camp Duncan, Aberdeen
   •   Sept 24 - Mills Home, Thomasville

Western Area Conference at 
Broyhill Home in Clyde  | Sept.  8

Gospel music, free meal, meet the children
Register: bchfamily.org/wac or 828.627.9254

Christian Adoption Services (CAS)
Golf Tourney |  Sept 12

Cedar Wood Country Club in Charlotte
Register at christianadopt.org/events

NCBAM Field of Makers |  Sept. 23-24
at Denton Farm Park in Denton
A fundraiser benefiting seniors

Register: ncbam.org/field-of-makers

Founders Day, Camp Duncan |  Sept. 24
Tour campsites, meet the girls, free meal
Register: bchfamily.org/founders-day 

or 336.474.1209

CAS Rocky Mount Banquet | Oct 20
Rose Hill Estate in Rocky Mount

Dinner and program benefiting adoption 
Register at christianadopt.org/events

CAS Spartanburg, SC Banquet | Nov 3
First Baptist Boiling Springs, SC 

Dinner and program benefiting adoption 
Register at christianadopt.org/events

Scan to visit
events webpage
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S U M M E R  M E M O R I E S

Creating memories is an opportunity for caregivers
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
By Blake Ragsdale, Managing Editor

L 
ike any child, the boys and girls living at 
Baptist Children’s Homes’ (BCH) statewide 

cottages cannot wait for summertime to arrive. 
The children, however, are not alone in their 

excitement. Their cottage parents know the 
summer months afford them the opportunity to 
carry out one of  their favorite acts of  ministry 
—creating new memories for the boys and girls 
they care for daily.

“The commonality  between every child in 
BCH’s care is trauma,” explains BCH president/

CEO Michael C. 
Blackwell. “Their 
memories are taint-
ed by past emo-
tional and physical 
abuse. Our caregiv-
ers introduce them 
to joyful experienc-
es that help painful 
remembrances 
recede as bright, 
new memories are 
made.” 

Below are a few of the hundreds of memories that 
have been made this summer:

A foster care boy was “floored” when chosen 
to throw out the first pitch as Kennedy Home 
in Kinston children, foster care families and 
staff  were treated to a Down East Wood Ducks 
minor league game by local business Crown 
Equipment.

An autistic boy living at Broyhill Home 
in Clyde conquered his fear of  the pool and 
ended up going down the large water slide at 
the water park.

Girls from Mills Home in Thomasville were 
amazed by Biltmore House in Asheville. They 
were fascinated by everything they saw inside 
and could not believe it was once a residence.

Many of  the children living at Odum Home 

in Pembroke had never eaten at a nice restau-
rant until a donor made it possible for them, 
and all BCH children 
and staff  members, to 
afford a steak dinner.

Adult residents from 
Three Forks Home in 
Zionville, one of  BCH’s 
homes for intellectually/

developmentally 
disabled adults, 
could not stop 
smiling as they 
experienced a 
day out at Tweet-
sie Railroad in 
Blowing Rock.

Members of  Scotts Hill Baptist in 
Wilmington spent the week at Ken-
nedy Home ministering to the single 
mothers, staff  and children. Not only 
did the boys and girls witness them 
being the hands and feet of  Christ as 
they tackled several campus projects 

but the group led bible studies and made  
s’mores—a first for several boys and girls.

For the first 
time, a child from 
Mills Home went 
with her cottage 
to the movies. She 
was excited to have 
“movie” popcorn 
and a drink.

A group of  stu-
dents from Deep 
Impact Camp, 
organized by NC 
Baptist On Mis-
sions, helped Odum 

Home children make tie dye t-shirts. One of  
Odum’s boys said his shirt was going to be his 
favorite one to wear to school.

Many of  boys from one of  Broyhill Home’s 
cottages saw the ocean for the first time 
during their week-long trip to BCH’s McNeill 
Home at Indian Beach. They sat amazed as 
they watched the sun set over the sound.

Through the help of Baptist Children’s Homes (BCH) supporters, cottage parents, caregivers and staff are able make 
new summertime memories with those BCH serves. Above, boys from Broyhill Home marvel at the sky’s brilliant col-
ors at the sun sets over the sound at McNeill Home, BCH’s cottage at Indian Beach. Left, Kennedy Home children are 
treated to a memorable week of Bible studies and activities thanks to members of Scotts Hill Baptist in Wilmington. 

Below left, children at Broyhill Home celebrate the first day of summer on the makeshift slip n’ slide. Below, brothers 
R.L. and Ben from Three Forks Home pose with cowboys during their cottage’s day out at Tweetsie Railroad.



T 
he usual coverage of  Home-
coming events will be in the 

next issue of  Charity & Children.
It is always nice when former 

workers write a bit to keep us 
informed of  their whereabouts. 
Max and Orilee Evington are both 
retired and are still located at 312 
N. Creekside Dr., High Point, NC 
27265. Friends might wish to con-
tact them there or at 336-886-8487 
or jmevington@gmail.com. Max served 
the Mills Home Baptist Church 
from 1974 until 1987 and was much 
beloved by the Mills Home (MH) 
youngsters. His chief  work on cam-
pus was sharing the Holy Gospel as 
he worked with the MH children in 
the various church organizations. 
Besides their three children who 
were with them at Mills Home, they 
now enjoy nine grandchildren and 
four great grandchildren. When 
they return for Homecoming, they 
especially enjoy the lunch after the 
Sunday worship service and fellow-
ship with old friends. Of  friends he 
worked with at MH, he had a special 
friendship with Jim Camp.

Facebook afforded us the oppor-
tunity to learn that the very talent-
ed family of  Jane Helms Brown and 
her husband Danny just received 
three major awards at the annual 
State Singing Contest held in Ben-
son, NC on June 26. The Brown 
Family group comprised of  Jane and 
husband Danny, daughter Sana and 
her husband Josh, and granddaugh-
ter Allie, took the coveted Grand 
Champion Award. Shepherd’s Voice 
comprised of  Danny, Jane, and Sana 
won the Consolation Award (con-
sidered 2nd place), and their family 
group comprised of  all five won the 
“Family Award.” 

Nobody is more faithful to 
attend Homecoming than Virginia 
“Ginny” Williams Neeley, and her 
sister Nellie Williams Sheets. It was 
unusual that they missed last year 
but Virginia’s son Danny, who usu-
ally brings her to Homecoming, 
came on down from Ohio to be with 

his mom’s friends. Ginny and Nell 
arrived at MH with another sister 
Lena in 1941 from Whiteville, NC 
and both graduated in 1952. They 
were both very active residents: 
both were majorettes in the MH 
band, played on the basketball 
team and sang in the choir and 
sextet. Ginny’s duties about cam-
pus included working for Dr. Wall, 
Mr. Reed, and the Grant family. 
She loved Tom and Chris Marlowe, 
house parents at the Huffman, 
because they seemed like real  
parents.

After graduating from Thom-
asville High School, Ginny and 
Nellie moved to Ohio where they 
found jobs and husbands and set-
tled down to rear families. Ginnie 
married Richard Neely and reared 
five children. Now widowed, she 
has nine grandchildren and 15 great 
grandchildren. Ginny declined to 
mention any particular Mills Home 
experience, but she did say that 
rearing her kids and then watching 
them rear theirs have been the most 
notable personal experiences for 
her since leaving her beloved MH. 
Like so many alumni, Ginny’s best 
part of  Homecoming is being with 
her many “brothers and sisters.” 

Nell Williams’ “duties” at MH 
included working in the kitchen, 
the laundry and the library. She 
was very fond of  Mrs. Shocky and 
Swannie MacHargue who were her 
housemother and dietitian at the 
WC. She spent most of  her adult life 
in Sugar Grove with her late hubby 
Richard and reared three offspring. 
Like Ginny, she was a stay-at-home 
mom. She has been blessed with 
three grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren. She loves seeing  
old friends at Homecoming but  
she also loves going through the  
old buildings. 

It is sad to report that Audrey 
Dixon Dean passed away at her 
home June 2. Born February 15, 
1958, in Guilford County,  Audrey 
entered MH in 1966 with Penny, 
Terry, Merry Ann and William 

Arnold. She left in 1971. At the time 
of  her death, she was living in High 
Point where she had spent most of  
her adult life and owned a business. 

Audrey is survived by her 
daughters Mindi and Brandi and 
step daughter Chastity, her three 
brothers Terry, Tony, and James, 
her honorary son Ryan, and her 
three grandchildren Dani, Mikala, 
and Hannah. No service has been 
planned at this time. Friends can 
send condolences through www.
wrightfs.com (Wright’s Funeral- 
Cremations of  High Point). 

We have learned also of  the sad 
news that Ellis “Bill” Powell passed 
away in early June. Bill entered 
MH in 1964, three years after his 
siblings Charles Anthony (Gomer), 
Mary, and Margaret entered MH. He 
left in 1969 before his class graduat-
ed. His sister Margaret remembers 
that as a five-year-old, Bill was 
extremely smart and as the years 
went along, he showed an uncan-
ny ability in analyzing machines 
and solving mechanical problems. 
Margaret is still happy over the fact 
that Bill learned tasks on the farm, 
but she was especially grateful he 
learned maintenance tasks along-
side Mr. Paul Edinger because of  the 
kindness and Christian love “Mr. 
Paul” showed to all. Margaret also 
remembers that Bill was very fond 
of  houseparents Mr. and Mrs. Aber-
nathy. Friends may send condolenc-
es to the family in care of  Margaret 
Armstrong, 1634 Elm St., Burling-
ton, NC, 27217.

I believe Harry Walls took on the 
“contest” of  persuading alumni to 
return for Homecoming. He called 
Bonnie Overby and found out she 
is still recovering from a stroke 
she had about nine months ago. 
Despite that, she is very upbeat and 
definitely plans to be at Homecom-
ing. He also called his buddy Dave 
Stepp in Washington State. Dave 
sends regrets that he cannot return 
this year because he too is dealing 
with some health issues. He looks 
forward to a future Homecoming 

to be with friends. Folks can send 
cards to Dave at PO Box 630, South 
Bend, WA, 98586 and to Bonnie at 
116 Emerald Point, Mt. Gilead, NC, 
27306. Both graduated in 1968.

 Charles Ray Fortenberry shared 
this little tale, The Arch: A biographi-
cal story: “It was a beautiful June day 
in 1961 and hopefully the final move 
of  my young life. You see, I had been 
a pass-around kid. None of  my 
family, nor the foster care system, 
wanted me. I was an ‘outcast,’ but 
that would end today. I was headed 
to my new home! I was eleven. I felt 
new adventure and wonders await-
ed me in a new life in which I would 
not be passed around again. There 
would be new friends, work, school, 
sports, an educational trip to Wash-
ington, fun trips to the beach, and 
a ski trip to Beech Mountain where 
I met the love of  my life. Traffic 
on I-85 was light and the trip took 
about an hour and half. As we 
pulled into Thomasville, heading 
down Lexington Avenue, I was 
more certain a whole new world 
was before me. We took a short ride 
down Lexington and made a right 
turn on Boyles Street. Then we 
crossed railroad tracks and there 
was the big arch with the words, 
‘Baptist Children’s Homes of  North 
Carolina, Inc.’ I knew I had arrived 
at last, home at last. I enjoyed life 
there until 1969 when I graduated.” 

In addition to enjoying MH  
life, Ray was especially fond of   
Mrs. Thelma Robertson who  
was his houseparent at the Farm 
and Culler Cottages. After MH,  
he married and fathered two  
children. When at Homecoming, 
he especially loves being with “old” 
friends. Friends can contact Charles 
Ray Fortenberry at ssccf68@gmail.
com or 803-229-2829.

MILLS HOME ALUMNI COLUMN

Happy memories shared from days gone by —
Alumni remember those who recently passed
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
By Lib Johnson (336) 299-7412 libsjohnson@triad.rr.com

Lib Johnson was a resident 
of Mills Home from 1946 
to 1957. Johnson began 
writing the Mills Home 
alumni column in 1992.
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Making News Every Day Around the State

Kennedy Home in Kinston

Alumni gather for Homecoming
In June, former residents gathered at the place 
they call “home.” Kennedy Home alumni spent 
a weekend of fellowship and reminiscing as 
well as attending Sunday service at the church. 

Good Shepherd Ministries in Guatemala

Orphans share their creative writings
During a recent library visit, boys and girls from 
Good Shepherd Children’s Home read aloud 
short stories that they had written and illustrat-
ed. They received medals from the library staff.

East Taylorsville Baptist Church

VBS children collect $5,000 offering
Friends at East Taylorsville experienced an 
amazing week of VBS. In addition, the boys 
and girls collected a $5,000 missions offering 
to help minister to BCH’s boys and girls.

Lakeview Baptist Church in Monroe

Church’s VBS collects supplies
BCH’s Jody Yopp (right) greets pastor Billy 
Atkins as he picks up supplies collected by 
children and families during their VBS week. 
They will be used at BCH’s many cottages.

Scotts Hill Baptist in Wilmington

Mountain Camp ministers to children
Boys and girls from BCH’s statewide locations 
attended Mountain Camp at Laurel Ridge. 
Scotts Hill does an amazing job of sharing the 
grace of Christ during the week-long retreat.

First Baptist Church in Rockwell

Church presents check to Camp
Recently, Cameron Boys Camp director Drew 
Scott and campers were invited to a Sunday 
service. Pastor Matthew Laughter presented 
them with a $3,000 gift raised by their VBS.

NC Baptists: On Mission Together

Unzicker and friends tour Broyhill
Todd Unzicker, Baptist State Convention NC 
Executive Director-Treasurer; and NC Baptists 
Dennis Thurman and Jason Miller spent time 
with cottage parents Will and Betty Porter.

Midway Baptist Church in West Jefferson

Children accept Jesus at VBS
Twelve children accepted Christ during VBS. 
BCH’s Lewis Smith shared the BCH ministry 
and presented the gospel. Pastor Steve Lea-
shomb prayed with the children.

Kenansville Baptist Church

Pastors take pies for missions offering
Associate pastor “Soapy” Martin and lead 
pastor Aaron Smith received pies to the faces 
since VBS children met their mission offering 
goal. They raised $3,000 for Kennedy Home.

Can we help? Many ministries beating with one heart.
1.	 Western Area Family Services  
	 Linda Morgan, Lead Dir., 828-627-9254 

2.	 Central Area Family Services  
	 Regina Keener, Dir., 336-474-1200 

3.	 Eastern Area Family Services  
	 Christopher Allabaugh, Dir., 252-522-0811 
	 www.kennedyhome.org 

4.	 Odum Home 
	 Kathy Locklear, Res. Mgr., 910-521-3433
	 www.odumhome.org 

5.	 Cameron Boys Camp 
	 Drew Scott, Dir.​, 910-245-4034 
	 www.cameronboyscamp.org 

  6.	  Camp Duncan for Girls  
	  Brad Gearhart, Dir., 910-944-3077 
	  www.campduncanNC.org

 7.	  Family Foster Care
	  Bob McCleary, 828-627-9254
	  www.bchfostercare.org

 8.	  Christian Adoption Services
	  Kevin Qualls, Dir.,  704-847-0038
	  www.christianadopt.org

9.	  Weekday Education
	  Brooke Child, Dir., 336-474-1201

10.  Tucker Greater Vision Ministry
	  Sara Becker, Mgr., 336-687-6384

11.	 HOMEBASE at W. Carolina University
	  Jim Dean, Dir., 828-293-4660

12.  Intellectual & Developmental Disabilities	
	 Tara Sessoms, Dir., 336-474-1259
	  www.hereismyhome.org

13.  NC Baptist Aging Ministry
	   Sandy Gregory, Dir., 336-474-1221
	   www.ncbam.org

14.	  Good Shepherd Children’s Home
	   in Guatemala  Keith Henry, COO,
	   336-474-1215



T  hanks to all the good folks 
in our Baptist churches who 

help Kennedy Home (KH). Cherry 
Point Baptist Church of  Havelock, 
whose pastor is Rev. Rick Smith, 
delivered a truckload of  paper 
products to Kennedy Home in 
June. Centerview Baptist Church 
of  Jacksonville had a huge Vaca-
tion Bible School with a contest 
between the boys and the girls to 
see who could bring in the most 
change to help KH. Guess what? 
They collected a little more than 
$3,000. They also delivered a 
truck load of  paper products to 
help out with the ministry. The 
pastor is Dr. Michael Schwalm and 
Denise Thompson is the church’s 
preschool director and served as 
VBS director.

Thanks again to all the alumni  
and their families who came 
together at Homecoming. It was 
the largest attendance we have 
had in many years. If  you didn’t 
make it this year, start planning 
now to attend next year. Go ahead 
and mark your 2023 calendar for 
the first weekend in June. Our 
alumni president, Katie, and the 
alumni committee did a great job 
planning this great time together!

Special thanks to Penny 
Maready Batten and Doris Russ for 
playing the keyboard and piano 
for Sunday’s worship.

Donald Wetherington writes: 
“The Bible says honor your moth-
er and your father that your days 
may be long! When I was a small, 
a six- year-old boy, I was put in the 
Baptist Children’s Homes. I don’t 
know what happened to my father. 
He just vanished off  the face of  
the earth when I was around five 
years old. While there, I learned 
about a Father that lives in heav-
en and Jesus Christ who adopted 
me. And I’m here to tell you that 
He has never left me nor forsaken 
me. If  you don’t know Him as your 

heavenly father, why don’t you do 
that today? You’ll never regret it.”

Susan Langston wrote a note 
saying that her husband Ronnie D. 
Langston, Sr. passed away. From 
Princeton, NC, he was born 2-24-
49 and passed on to heaven on 
2-20-22. He resided in the Bro-
kenhurst Cottage at KH from 1955-
1958. His siblings, Guy Langston 
and Becky Langston Weaver also 
stayed at KH during that time. At 
the time he passed, he resided in 
Fremont with Susan. You may call 
her at 252-315-1454.

Billy Smithwick (1972-1976)sent 
me this note. Billy was the alumni 
president at one time and did a 
wonderful job. He always speaks 
highly of  KH and asked me to 
bring you up to date on his life:  
“I am sending you my latest 
update about what I am going 
through. I have lived in Ahoskie 
for several years until recent-
ly when I became homeless for 
a few months. I was homeless, 
unemployed, and had no way to 
get around. Recently, God has 
blessed me with a job and very 
soon I will have someplace where 
I will call home. I will give out my 
new address soon. I want to thank 
everyone for all their prayers 
and I will keep in touch. I plan 
on attending the beach retreat in 
October and I hope to see as many 
as I can then. Right now, I have 
started a new job with Aramark 
working at Chowan University.  
I am being tremendously blessed. 
I hope to see you all soon. God 
bless!”

Donna Daniels Wade has writ-
ten a book entitled Wisteria Trees 
and Honeybees. This is a great book 
that you will want to read. You 
can contact her at donna.wade@
ncsecu.org to secure your copy. At 
our recent Homecoming, she gave 
all of  us who wanted one a signed 
copy. You really need to get it and 
read every word. She is also  

a composer of  beautiful music. 
She even wrote a song about 
Homecoming. Donna writes: 
“When I am with Mr. Thompson, 
Debbie, Debbie, Donna, Gary, 
Danny, David, and the others who 
shared time and space with me at 
KH, it’s as if  we are truly family. 
We laugh, play, have fun, and, yes, 
sometimes remember. That is the 
best thing that came out of  my 
time at KH. My family grew, and 
you know, you can never have  
too much family. Besides that,  
I learned how to make a bed, do 
laundry, wash dishes by hand,  
and clean house. I learned how  
the library system worked, how  
to can beets and how to make 
chocolate toast and lemonade.  
I learned how to play a piano  
and clarinet and how to crochet.  
In short, I guess I learned about 
dedication and responsibility.  
I am teaching my grandkids some 
of  these things now. Things like 
how to play roll the bat and red 
rover, how to do flips in the pool, 
and how to make chewing gum 
wrapper chains. Life is good.”

Debbie Lassiter shared about 
the death of  Sheila Suggs. Her 
funeral service was held on June 
30 in Princeton, NC. Sheila was a 
loving wife, mother, daughter, sis-
ter, grandmother, and friend and 
was a faithful member of  Trinity 
Church of  God. Sheila was an avid 
yard worker and took pride in her 
work. She loved singing and going 
to the lake, but most importantly, 
spending time with her family  
and friends. She will be dearly 
missed but precious memories 
will forever remain the hearts  
of  those who knew and loved her. 

Debbie writes: “I had someone 
ask me why I always refer to KH 
and what does it means to me? 
Anyone who knows me knows that 
I have made no secret about the 
fact that I was raised at the Baptist 
Children’s Homes in Kinston.  

I spent seven years of  my forma-
tive life there, from the age of  
10-17. It used to be an orphanage 
home and then it was turned into 
a home for children whose fami-
lies had various problems. Today, 
KH helps children and houses 
families with mothers and chil-
dren who are struggling in life 
for one reason or another. It is a 
place for them to transition until 
they have a place of  their own. The 
children I grew up with there truly 
feel like my brothers and sisters. 
Many of  them I lived with longer 
than I lived with my actual family. 
My father and mother were basi-
cally irresponsible and could not 
take care of  their own children.  
I don’t say this to mean it in a bad 
way. I think it was the best thing 
that ever happened in my life.  
I feel my life would have been dif-
ferent had I stayed with my par-
ents. I truly believe that I would 
have taken a much different path 
in life and would have ended up in  
a far worse place. I am so blessed 
to have the life I have, the children 
we have, and the loving husband 
that I am so blessed to have in my 
life. So, I’m putting this out here 
so everyone can understand what 
KH means to me and why I refer  
to it so often—truly a blessed 
place for me to have been raised! 

Debbie, thanks so much for 
sharing this with our readers. KH 
remains a great place for healing 
and hope.

Let me encourage many more of  
my KH youngins to send me a note 
about why they loved Kennedy 
Home. Please fill free to visit me 
in Havelock, share a meal, remem-
ber old times together, spend the 
night, or just spend a few minutes 

for a great old visit. 
—jt

KENNEDY HOME ALUMNI COLUMN

Alumni share updates and memories; alumna writes 
book, “Wisteria Trees and Honeybees”
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
By JOHN THOMPSON, 104 Village Court, Havelock, NC 28532 (252) 671-3515 jthompson117@ec.rr.com

John Thompson served at 
Kennedy Home from 1972-
1977. Today, he enjoys an 
active retirement.
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W 
 hen I take the right road, my drive to the 
office at Mills Home in Thomasville goes 

under a canopy of  trees with trunks big enough 
for a group of  four to six friends to join hands and 
encircle them. When I arrive and walk toward my 
office, I step over roots that reach away from the 
trees, tying them to the rich soil of  this historic 
place. These towering trees and widening roots 
provide stability to the land and stretch far into 
the past to connect those of  us here now with the 
myriad of  people who came before. It’s difficult 
not to look up, literally and figuratively, to the 
saints who have gone before, with all the trees 
that grace this place.

Among the people inside these buildings, the 
same rootedness exists. Longevity permeates the 
space, speaking volumes of  the ministry and the 
desire of  staff  members to stay connected with 
the vision of  “sharing hope.. .changing lives.” But 
these people, my co-laborers, also have powerful 
personal stories of  commitment that are living 
testimonies to God’s goodness. Ron and Cindy 
celebrated 50 years of  marriage a couple of  weeks 
ago. Jennie and Howard have a well-known love 
story spanning decades, as do Nancy and Donald, 
Wyatt and Jimmy, Carol and Jim—the names and 
faces go on. Our own president/CEO and his bride 
Catherine can count backward many years to that 
day they both said I do, celebrating their 55th  
on August 12. 

When I listen to these friends talk of  their 
relationships, their faces light up and my heart 
is warmed, telltale evidence that these commit-
ments matter, bring joy, sustain them.

 

I look  
farther afield 
and find more 
longevity. Lib  
and Bob, Carolyn 
and Harold, Maxine 
and Bill, and others spring to mind, more  
proof  of  God’s good work in the hearts of  His 
people called to a lifetime commitment to each 
other. Theirs are the roots that ground their 
families, the shelter that overspreads those for 
whom they provide with love and care. Not to 
overplay the metaphor here, but the connection 
between trees with deep roots and wide canopies 
and committed love relationships that stand the 
test of  time is hard to miss. Paul’s words to the 
Ephesians makes a similar comparison: “I pray 
that you, being rooted and established in love, may 
have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, 
to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the 
love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure 
of all the fullness of God” (Eph 3:17-18).

There are trees at Mills Home that become  
diseased and begin to fade. They are carefully 
tended, but with all the care in the world, some-
times trees die. While they make room for other 
life to spring forth, their presence is missed;  
the landscape’s difference is felt.

I witnessed the strength and joy of  steadfast 
couples and the love they shared before one went 
on and one remained. Marian and Gerald, Becky 
and John, Brenda and John, Diane and Randy, all 
beautiful shared stories that live on after the sev-
ering of  their earthly coupleness that so defined 
them. The testimony of  their commitments are 
among my most vivid story-memories: “God has 
made everything beautiful for its own time. He has 
planted eternity in the human heart…” (Eccl 3:11).

  Kathy and   
                   I added  

		     another year 
to our shared life this week, 

marking our 41st anniversary. 
The celebration had none of   

	 the fanfare of  last year’s big 4-0,  
yet we had all we have ever needed. We really  
do cleave to each other, just as we did on that 
long-ago July day when I left my parents and  
she left her home, supported by the roots they 
provided and standing unafraid under the canopy 
of  their love. Our parents reached high numbers 
of  years together before one went home first,  
to be followed by the other later on. The examples 
of  their commitment provide strength for our 
days, hopes for our tomorrows.

There is talk about the fragility of  life and the 
uncertainty of  love in today’s society, but maybe 
it depends on where we look. The stories I hear, 
the ones I am privileged to tell, speak of  long- 
suffering, yes, but also commitment. They are not 
the easy lives of  people with charmed existence 
(although those exist, too); rather, they are  
the overcomers who faithfully hold on, both  
of  them, to each other, digging deep and standing 
firm. Like the trees I see all around me here,  
the people create those same life-invigorating 
canopies, those same gnarled roots, God-given 
tenacity to stand firm: “Your faithfulness continues 
through all generations; you established the earth, 
and it endures” (Ps 119:90).

More trees will be planted at Mills Home,  
and they will join an impressive collection of   
venerable oaks, hollies, maples. In their turn, 
these new trees will shelter and inspire, adding  
to the story of  longevity together with the  
people who come this way to serve. 

# H O M E W O R D

Stories of  
longevity rooted
in commitment
____________________________________
By Jim Edminson, Editor

Baptist Children’s 
Homes is 

accredited by 
the Council on 

Accreditation and 
is recognized as  
a certified CARE 

agency.

From posters to bulletin� inserts to 
offering envelopes, we provide 
free resources to help your church 

collect its best offering. 
Scan to order or go to
bchoffering.org/order. 

Invite a speaker to share with 
your congregation how lives are 
changed through their offering. 
To invite a speaker, call 
336.474.1209 or go to 
bchoffering.org/speaker. Your offering made it possible for 

the Cooks to foster, adopt, and 
introduce their children to Jesus. 


